2026 ECOS Fall Meeting: New Vistas in Environmental Protection
Trailborn Jackson Hole

400 E Snow King Ave, Jackson, WY

August 30-September 2, 2026

[ #ECOSFall26

From coast to coast, state environmental agencies are reaching new heights as they seize opportunities to safeguard
communities and natural resources. Join ECOS and our partners 6,000 feet above sea level to explore innovative, clean, and
green approaches to emerging challenges — from the rapid expansion of data centers and critical minerals mining to growing
concerns around PFAS and microplastics.

1) Except where highlighted in green, all sessions are open to all registrants, including press.
2) ECOS encourages a climate of open discussion among all meeting attendees, not only members seated around the plenary
table. Please ask a question or offer input during Q&A.

3) Grand Teton Room & Mezzanine are located on Level 2, Timberline is on Level 3, and Lupine Meadow is on Level 4 and
accessible only by elevator. Arbor House is up the hill from the main hotel, accessible from the south wing elevator to the
Level 4 parking lot; exit elevator to the left and pass through exit door. Walk up stairs on the right.

4) Be 'bear aware!' Due to a recent rise in human-bear encounters in Wyoming, we recommend bear spray for hikes.

Sunday, August 30
Early Registration

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open
Grand Teton Mezzanine |Please stop by the registration desk to receive a name badge to be worn throughout the meeting.

Monday, August 31

Western Spotlight & Technological Innovation
7:15a.m. Registration Desk Open
Grand Teton Mezzanine |Please stop by the registration desk to receive a name badge to be worn throughout the meeting.
7:15-9:00 a.m. Buffet Breakfast
Arbor House
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Breakout Option #1: ECOS Oil & Gas Caucus (O&GC) on Data Insights for Improved Outcomes
Grand Teton Room Kick off your meeting with a double jolt — strong coffee and even stronger data insights. Panelists

will dig into techniques for shrinking the oil and gas footprint, from leveraging open data to expand
produced water reuse to advancing methane detection and strengthening GHG reporting.

< ECOS Past President and O&GC Chair James Kenney, Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico

Environment Department (moderator)

«» Jordan Giaconia, Deputy Director for Impact, Carbon Mapper

< Angela Zivkovich, Air Policy Manager, Oxy

< Alicia Keyes, Founder & CEO, Apaluma

«» Paul Ulrich, Vice President, Government & Regulatory Affairs, Jonah Energy (invited)



https://www.linkedin.com/company/environmental-council-of-the-states/

8:00-9:00 a.m.
Lupine Meadow Room

Breakout Option #2: ECOS Digital Business Workgroup (DBWG) (open to state and federal
participants)
«» ECOS DBWG Chair Miriam Patrocinio, Chief Data Officer, North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality (moderator)

8:00 -9:00 a.m.
Timberline Room

Breakout Option #3: Environmental Research Institute of the States (ERIS) Board Meeting (open to
ERIS members, states, and invitees)

< ERIS President Jess Byrne, Director, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (Chair)

9:00-9:30 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Opening Plenary Session

«» Call to Order, ECOS President Chris Wells, Executive Director, Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality

% Self-Introduction of Members {10}

< President's Welcome & Agenda Preview, Chris Wells {5}

< Executive Director's Remarks & A Retrospective on 'One-Hit Wonders,' ECOS Executive
Director Ben Grumbles {10}

«» Host State Welcome, Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental
Quality {5}

9:30 —9:55 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Keynote on Environmental Protection & the Code of the West: The Honorable Mark Gordon,
Governor of Wyoming, introduced by Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of
Environmental Quality, followed by Q&A

9:55-10:45 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Roundtable & Open Discussion on Hot Topics: Critical Minerals Mining, Wildfires, & Prescribed
Burns
Once seen as challenges unique to the West, wildfires and critical minerals mining now affect
communities nationwide. Hear sustainability leaders from across the country share practical,
scalable solutions for today’s rapidly expanding environmental pressures.

< ECOS Vice President Leah Feldon, Director, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

(moderator)

< Shane Khoury, Cabinet Secretary, Arkansas Department of Energy & Environment

< TBD, State

< TBD, Western Governors' Association

< TBD, Nonprofit or Federal

10:45-11:10 a.m.
Grand Teton Mezzanine

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair

11:10-11:30 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Video Presentation & Live Vote for 2026 State Program Innovation Awards in Agency
Management & Permitting Category
«» ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Rob Singletary, Executive Director, Oklahoma Department of
Environmental Quality (moderator)




11:30 a.m. —12:20 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Watching the Cloud — Advances in Data Center Air Monitoring &
Energy/Water Supply
As the digital economy surges, state environmental regulators are on the front lines of balancing
economic opportunity and safeguarding public health, air quality, grid reliability, and water
resources. State and industry leaders will explore cutting-edge strategies to make data centers more
sustainable while meeting escalating resource demands.

< Brooke Paup, Chairwoman, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (moderator)

% Michael Rolband, Director, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

< Emilio Tenuta, Senior Vice President & Chief Sustainability Officer, Ecolab

% Jaclyn Presnal, Vice President of New Energy Ventures, Williams
< Bill Murray, Senior Vice President-Corporate Affairs & Communications, Dominion Energy

< Daisy Gordon, Director of Federal Government Affairs, Duke Energy

12:30-1:30 p.m.
Arbor House

Lunch

1:30 - 1:45 p.m.
Location TBD

Class of 2026 ECOS Members, Deputies, & Executive Director Photo, followed by ECOS staff photo

1:55 - 2:45 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Bears' Den & Live Vote on Al & Agency Productivity
Fresh off our Shark Tank along the Savannah River, ECOS brings the excitement westward to Jackson
Hole for a fast-paced Bears’ Den competition. We’re exploring how Al-powered tools can sharpen
environmental results, streamline agency operations, and improve service for communities and
regulated entities. The mission: envision an Al solution that helps state environmental agencies work
smarter — whether in workforce management, monitoring, mapping, permitting, or beyond. Delta
Bravo, Deloitte, Esri, KeyMark, and MCCi will take the stage before attendees cast their People’s
Choice votes and state judges name the Bears’ Choice winner.
% ECOS Air Committee Vice Chair Jessica 'Jessi-Claw' Shirley, Secretary, Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (State Bear)
< ECOS Budget & Management Committee Vice Chair James 'Dennings' Jennings, Director,
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (State Bear)
¢ Patrick 'Kodiak' Cummins, Director of Environmental Health & Protection, Colorado
Department of Public Health & Environment (State Bear)

2:45-3:05 p.m.
Grand Teton Mezzanine

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair

3:05-3:55 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Problem-Solving Session: 'l Didn't Sign Up for This' — How States Are Overcoming Unanticipated
Funding Shortfalls, Workplace Woes, Technology Glitches, & Other Daily Challenges

This open problem-solving session delves into many topics that Spring Meeting survey respondents
were most eager to explore! Come ready to jump in, share your wisdom, and help spark bright ideas
across the room.

% ERIS President Jess Byrne, Director, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (moderator)

3:55-4:00 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Day 1 Wrap-up & Announcements, ECOS President Chris Wells of Mississippi




4:30-9:00 p.m.
Rendezvous Lodge
Jackson Hole Mountain

Gondola Ride, Dinner, & Musical Entertainment in Teton Village (open to all registrants and their
guests)
Buses will shuttle registrants and their guests at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. to nearby Teton Village, where

Resort they will board the Bridger Gondola for a scenic ride to the mountaintop Rendezvous Lodge.
Teton Village Attendees will take in the views over dinner and drinks while enjoying musical entertainment by staff
of Wyoming DEQ. Returning buses depart Teton Village at 7:30 and 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 1
Parks Preview, U.S. EPA Partnership, Plastics, & PFAS
6:45-7:30a.m. High-Altitude Yoga, led by ECOS Past President & Vinyasa yoga instructor James Kenney, Cabinet

Lupine Meadow Room

Secretary, New Mexico Environment Department
Please bring a mat and/or towel.

7:15a.m.
Grand Teton Mezzanine

Registration Desk Open

7:15-9:00 a.m.
Arbor House

Buffet Breakfast

8:00 —9:00 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Breakout Option #1: Listening Session with the Pew Charitable Trusts on State Activities on
Microplastics & Plastics
States are approaching microplastic and plastic pollution with a powerful mix of strategies — bold
single-use bans, Extended Producer Responsibility frameworks, recycled -content requirements, and
other forward-leaning policies. This candid dialogue will allow state environmental agency leaders to
exchange insights and concerns while raising new ideas directly with the Pew Charitable Trusts, a
team driving innovative work in the plastics space.

«» Julie Moore, Secretary, Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (moderator)

< TBD, Pew Charitable Trusts

8:00 -9:00 a.m.
Timberline Room

Breakout Option #2: ECOS Federal Facilities Forum (FFF) (open to ECOS members and staff)

9:10-9:30 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Second Plenary Session

< Call to Order & Day 2 Announcements, ECOS President Chris Wells, Executive Director,
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality {3}

< Announcement of 2026-27 ECOS Officers & Recognition of 2025-26 Officers, ECOS
Executive Director Ben Grumbles {5}

-

< Presentation of ECOS President's, Founders, & Special Recognition Awards, ECOS President
Chris Wells of Mississippi and Vice President Leah Feldon of Oregon {12}

9:30-9:55a.m.
Grand Teton Room

Keynote on U.S. EPA at the Administration's Midterm: David Fotouhi, Deputy Administrator, U.S.
EPA, introduced by Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, and U.S.
EPA Region 8 Administrator Cyrus Western, followed by Q&A




9:55-10:55 a.m.
Grand Teton Room

U.S. EPA & ECOS Leaders Dialogue: Cooperative Federalism on Water, Land, & Compliance

This panel convenes top environmental leaders to discuss priorities in water, land, and compliance

and examine how federal-state partnerships are adapting to a changing policy landscape. The

conversation will underscore shared state and federal challenges and identify opportunities to

strengthen collaboration in a time of strained resources and evolving roles.

«» ECOS Compliance Committee Chair Bonnie Heiple, Commissioner, Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection (moderator)

«» ECOS Water Committee Chair Karen Peters, Director, Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality

«» ECOS Land & Materials Committee Chair Ronné Adkins, Deputy Commissioner, Tennessee
Department of Environment & Conservation

% Jeffrey Hall, Assistant Administrator, U.S. EPA Office of Enforcement & Compliance
Assurance

< TBD, U.S. EPA Office of Water

< TBD, U.S. EPA Office of Land & Emergency Management

10:55-11:20 a.m.
Grand Teton Mezzanine

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair

11:20a.m. -12:10 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Microplastics & Plastics — Knowns, Unknowns, & Paths Ahead
Across the scientific and regulatory communities, concern is mounting about the human health
impacts of microplastics and other environmental plastics. A panel of leading experts will share the
latest research on toxicological effects, along with emerging solutions such as more rigorous testing
protocols and circular economy strategies.
% ECOS Land & Materials Committee Vice Chair Scott Lichtig, Deputy Secretary for
Environmental Policy, California Environmental Protection Agency (moderator)
< Jason Somarelli, Assistant Professor & Director of Research, Duke University Comparative
Oncology Group
«» Adam Gushgari, Senior Director, Emerging Contaminants, Eurofins Environmental Testing

«» Resa Dimino, Co-CEO, Resource Recycling Systems

12:15-1:15 p.m.
Arbor House

Lunch

1:15 — 1:40 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Video Presentation & Live Vote for 2026 State Program Innovation Awards in the Environmental
Programs Category
< ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Rob Singletary, Executive Director, Oklahoma Department of

Environmental Quality (moderator)




1:40-2:10 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Roundtable & Open Discussion: PFAS Approaches Part | — Product Bans & Stewardship
As states move to phase out PFAS, a growing wave of regulations now targets intentionally added
PFAS in consumer products ranging from food packaging and cosmetics to apparel and cookware.
Yet many stakeholders argue that a uniform, federal risk-based framework — paired with
stewardship tools such as Extended Producer Responsibility — is essential to avoid a fragmented
patchwork of state-by-state rules.

< ERIS Board Member Katrina Kessler, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

(moderator)
o

< Alexis Lambert, Secretary, Florida Department of Environmental Protection (invited)

< Andrew Bemus, Partner, Alcalde-Faye and Sustainable PFAS Action Network

2:10-2:30 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair

2:30-3:10 p.m.

Roundtable & Open Discussion: PFAS Approaches Part 2 — Destruction & Disposal
With congressional efforts on passive receiver liability and U.S. EPA’s proposed guidance on PFAS
destruction and disposal top of mind, state and federal partners are increasingly focused on an array
of technological approaches. Methods for addressing PFAS in the environment now include some
increasingly effective technologies — such as incineration and deep -well injection —and emerging
technologies engineered to break the bonds of 'forever chemicals.'

«» ECOS Past President James Kenney, Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico Environment

Department (moderator)

% Mike Van Brunt, Vice President, Environmental & Sustainability, Reworld

% Nancy Collins, Director-Total PFAS Solution, Clean Harbors

< TBD, VLS

% Steve Wilcenski, Founder & Chief Science Officer, Hexivon

3:10-3:50 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Wonders & Rugged Realities in Wyoming’s National Parks
Before you head into the Grand Teton National Park — and maybe even push onward to Yellowstone
—get a firsthand sense of the environmental challenges park managers are working to address,
along with the can’t-miss places that will make your visit unforgettable.

«» Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (moderator)

.

% Chip Jenkins, Superintendent, Grand Teton National Park

% Tami Blackford, Chief of Staff, Yellowstone National Park

3:50-4:00 p.m.
Grand Teton Room

Meeting Wrap-Up & Call to Adjourn, ECOS President Chris Wells of Mississippi

Late afternoon/evening open for individual touring in Grand Teton National Park

Wednesday, September 2
States-Only Business

7:30 a.m.
Grand Teton Mezzanine

Registration Desk Open

7:00 - 8:00 a.m.
Arbor House

Buffet Breakfast




8:00 — 9:45 a.m. States-Only Session on Resolutions, ECOS Strategic Plan, & 2028 Spring Meeting Site Selection
Grand Teton Room (open to ECOS members and staff), led by ECOS President Chris Wells, Executive Director, Mississippi
Department of Environmental Quality

9:45 — 10:00 a.m. Break with Refreshments
Grand Teton Mezzanine

10:00 — 11:00 a.m. ECOS Board Meeting (open to ECOS members and staff), led by ECOS President Chris Wells of
Grand Teton Room Mississippi




