
2026 ECOS Fall Meeting: New Vistas in Environmental Protection  

Trailborn Jackson Hole 

400 E Snow King Ave, Jackson, WY  

August 30-September 2, 2026 

#ECOSFall26 
 

 

Around the nation, state environmental agencies are reaching new heights as they embrace fresh opportunities to protect 

communities and natural resources. Join ECOS and its partners 6,000 feet above sea level to explore innovative, clean, and 

green strategies on emerging issues — from the rapid rise of data centers and critical minerals mining to the growing 

presence of PFAS and microplastics. 

 

1) Except where highlighted in green, all sessions are open to all registrants, including press. 

2) ECOS encourages a climate of open discussion among all meeting attendees, not only members seated around the 

plenary table. Please ask a question or offer input during Q&A. 

3) Grand Teton Room & Mezzanine are located on Level 2, Timberline is on Level 3, and Lupine Meadow is on Level 4 and 

accessible only by elevator. Arbor House is up the hill from the main hotel, accessible from the south wing elevator to the 

Level 4 parking lot; exit elevator to the left and pass through exit door. Walk up stairs on the right. 

 

Sunday, August 30 

Early Registration 

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Registration Desk Open 

Please stop by the registration desk to receive a name badge to be worn throughout the meeting. 

 

Monday, August 31 

Western Spotlight & Technological Innovation 

7:15 a.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Registration Desk Open 

Please stop by the registration desk to receive a name badge to be worn throughout the meeting. 

7:15 – 9:00 a.m. 

Arbor House 

Buffet Breakfast 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Breakout Option #1: ECOS Oil & Gas Caucus (O&GC) on Technologies & Tools for Agency 

Management of GHG Emissions & Produced Water 

❖ ECOS Past President and O&GC Chair James Kenney, Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico 

Environment Department (moderator) 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 

Lupine Meadow Room 

Breakout Option #2: ECOS Digital Business Workgroup (DBWG) (open to state and federal 

participants) 

❖ ECOS DBWG Chair Miriam Patrocinio, Chief Data Officer, North Carolina Department of 

Environmental Quality (moderator) 



 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 

Timberline Room 

Breakout Option #3: Environmental Research Institute of the States (ERIS) Board Meeting (open 

to ERIS members, states, and invitees) 

❖ ERIS President Jess Byrne, Director, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (Chair) 

9:00 – 9:30 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Opening Plenary Session 

❖ Call to Order, ECOS President Chris Wells, Executive Director, Mississippi Department of 

Environmental Quality 

❖ Self-Introduction of Members {10} 

❖ President's Welcome & Agenda Preview, Chris Wells {5} 

❖ Executive Director's Announcements, ECOS Executive Director Ben Grumbles {10} 

❖ Host State Welcome, Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental 

Quality {5} 

9:30 – 9:55 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Keynote on Environmental Protection & the Code of the West: The Honorable Mark Gordon, 

Governor of Wyoming (invited), introduced by Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of 

Environmental Quality, followed by Q&A 

9:55 – 10:45 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Sustainability Insights on Critical Minerals Mining, Wildfires, & 

Prescribed Burns 

❖ ECOS Vice President Leah Feldon, Director, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

(moderator) 

10:45 – 11:10 a.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair 

11:10 – 11:30 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Video Presentation & Live Vote for 2026 State Program Innovation Awards in the Technology & 

Dashboards Category 

❖ ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Rob Singletary, Executive Director, Oklahoma Department of 

Environmental Quality (moderator) 

11:30 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Watching the Cloud — Advances in Data Center Monitoring & 

Supply 

❖ Brooke Paup, Chairwoman, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (moderator) 

❖ Michael Rolband, Director, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 

Arbor House 

Lunch 

1:30 – 1:45 p.m. 

Location TBA 

Class of 2026 ECOS Members, Deputies, & Executive Director Photo, followed by ECOS staff 

photo 



 

1:55 – 2:45 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Bears' Den & Live Vote on AI & Agency Productivity 

❖ ECOS Air Committee Vice Chair Jessica Shirley, Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (State Bear) 

❖ ECOS Budget & Management Committee Vice Chair James Jennings, Director, Illinois 

Environmental Protection Agency (State Bear) 

❖ Patrick Cummins, Director of Environmental Health & Protection, Colorado Department of 

Public Health & Environment (State Bear) 

2:45 – 3:05 p.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair 

3:05 – 3:55 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Problem-Solving Session: 'I Didn't Sign Up for This' – How States Are Overcoming Unanticipated 

Funding Shortfalls, Workplace Woes, Technology Glitches, & Other Daily Challenges 

❖ ERIS President Jess Byrne, Director, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 

(moderator) 

3:55 – 4:00 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Day 1 Wrap-up & Announcements, ECOS President Chris Wells of Mississippi 

4:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

Rendezvous Lodge 

Jackson Hole Mountain 

Resort 

Teton Village 

Gondola Ride, Dinner, & Musical Entertainment in Teton Village (open to all registrants and their 

guests) 

Buses will shuttle registrants and their guests at 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. to nearby Teton Village, where 

they will board the Bridger Gondola for a scenic ride to the mountaintop Rendezvous Lodge. 

Attendees will take in the views over dinner and drinks while enjoying musical entertainment by 

staff of Wyoming DEQ. Returning buses depart Teton Village at 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, September 1 

Parks Preview, U.S. EPA Partnership, Plastics, & PFAS 

6:45 – 7:30 a.m. 

Lupine Meadow Room 

High-Altitude Yoga, led by ECOS Past President & Vinyasa yoga instructor James Kenney, Cabinet 

Secretary, New Mexico Environment Department 

Please bring a mat and/or towel. 

7:15 a.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Registration Desk Open 

7:15 – 9:00 a.m. 

Arbor House 

Buffet Breakfast 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Breakout Option #1: Listening Session with the Pew Charitable Trusts on State Activities on 

Microplastics & Plastics 

❖ ECOS At-Large Board Member Terry Gray, Director, Rhode Island Department of 

Environmental Management (moderator) 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 

Timberline Room 

Breakout Option #2: ECOS Federal Facilities Forum (FFF) (open to ECOS members and staff) 



 

9:10 – 9:30 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Second Plenary Session 

❖ Call to Order & Day 2 Announcements, ECOS President Chris Wells, Executive Director, 

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality {3} 

❖ Announcement of 2026-27 ECOS Officers & Recognition of 2025-26 Officers, ECOS 

Executive Director Ben Grumbles {5} 

❖ Presentation of ECOS President's, Founders, & Special Recognition Awards, ECOS 

President Chris Wells of Mississippi and Vice President Leah Feldon of Oregon {12} 

9:30 – 9:55 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Keynote on U.S. EPA at the Administration's Midterm: David Fotouhi, Deputy Administrator, 

U.S. EPA, introduced by Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, 

and U.S. EPA Region 8 Administrator Cyrus Western, followed by Q&A 

9:55 – 10:55 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

U.S. EPA & ECOS Leaders Dialogue: Cooperative Federalism on Water, Land, & Compliance 

❖ ECOS Compliance Committee Chair Bonnie Heiple, Commissioner, Massachusetts 

Department of Environmental Protection (moderator) (invited) 

❖ ECOS Water Committee Chair Karen Peters, Director, Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality (invited) 

❖ ECOS Land & Materials Committee Chair Ronné Adkins, Deputy Commissioner, Tennessee 

Department of Environment & Conservation 

10:55 – 11:20 a.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair 

11:20 a.m. – 12:10 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Microplastics & Plastics: Knowns, Unknowns, & Paths Ahead 

❖ ECOS Land & Materials Committee Vice Chair Scott Lichtig, Deputy Secretary for 

Environmental Policy, California Environmental Protection Agency (moderator) (invited) 

12:15 – 1:15 p.m. 

Arbor House 

Lunch 

1:15 – 1:35 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Video Presentation & Live Vote for 2026 State Program Innovation Awards in the Environmental 

Protection & Agency Management Category 

❖ ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Rob Singletary, Executive Director, Oklahoma Department of 

Environmental Quality (moderator) 

1:35 – 2:25 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Roundtable & Open Discussion: Sustainable Solutions for PFAS throughout the Circular Economy 

❖ ERIS Board Member Katrina Kessler, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

(moderator) 

2:25 – 2:50 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Break with Refreshments & Technology Fair 

 

 

 

 



 

2:50 – 3:30 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Superintendents Roundtable & Open Discussion: Wonders & Rugged Realities in Wyoming’s 

National Parks 

❖ Todd Parfitt, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (moderator) 

❖ Chip Jenkins, Superintendent, Grand Teton National Park (invited) 

❖ Cam Sholly, Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park (invited) 

3:30 – 3:40 p.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

Meeting Wrap-Up & Call to Adjourn, ECOS President Chris Wells of Mississippi 

Late afternoon/evening open for individual touring in Grand Teton National Park & at Jackson Lake Lodge 

 

Wednesday, September 2 

States-Only Business 

7:30 a.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Registration Desk Open 

7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 

Arbor House 

Buffet Breakfast 

8:00 – 9:45 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

States-Only Session on Resolutions, ECOS Strategic Plan, & 2028 Spring Meeting Site Selection 

(open to ECOS members and staff), led by ECOS President Chris Wells, Executive Director, 

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 

9:45 – 10:00 a.m. 

Grand Teton Mezzanine 

Break with Refreshments 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Grand Teton Room 

ECOS Board Meeting (open to ECOS members and staff), led by ECOS President Chris Wells of 

Mississippi 

 


