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WHY?

• Rulemaking for the risk-based use of treated produced water 
outside of the oil field

WHAT?

New Mexico is one of the 
most water-stressed states, 

facing a 25% reduction in 
available water resources 

over next 50 years.

Advances in treatment 
technology demonstrate 
produced water can be 

treated to meet standards 
that are protective of human 

health and environment.

Reuse of non-traditional 
waters, like treated 

produced, can protect 
freshwater supplies.

Other states (TX, CA) already 
use treated produced water 
for safe, regulated purposes.



Produced Water Act 
(2019)

• Clarifies jurisdiction between, 
EMNRD and NMED

• Clarifies matters of ownership 
and control

• Encourages recycle

• Requires NMED to adopt 
regulations for the discharge, 
handling, transport, storage, 
recycling or treatment for the 
disposition of treated produced 
water 

Identify and Fill Gaps



• Strategic Water Supply: water that can 

be used for everything from community water 
supply to building our clean energy economy



Risk-based Use of Treated Produced 
Water Outside of the Oil Field

• Petition filed with the WQCC on June 20, 2025

• Petition proposes a robust reuse permitting 
framework:

• Permit-specific water quality standards

• Comprehensive water monitoring program

• Whole effluent toxicity testing

• Effluent & Control limits

• Monitoring and closure plans

• Financial assurance requirements

• Class I permit: non-discharging uses

• Class II permit: stricter rules for discharging 
uses
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