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• 2019:  66 million tons 
of wasted food.

• Most of this waste 
sent to landfills.

Food Waste in the U.S.

Source: https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/2019%20Wasted%20Food%20Report_508_opt_ec.pdf

Distribution of Wasted Food Generation 
from the Food Retail, Food Service, and 

Residential Sectors (2019)

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-03/2019%20Wasted%20Food%20Report_508_opt_ec.pdf




Quantifying Methane Emissions from Landfilled Food Waste

• 2020:  food waste => 55 million 
metric tons of CO2 equivalents 
from U.S. MSW landfills.

• Est. 58% methane emissions 
from MSW landfills are from 
landfilled food waste.
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Support for Building a More Circular Economy



Draft National Strategy for 
Reducing Food Loss and 
Waste and Recycling Organics

Objectives

1. Prevent the loss of food. 

2. Prevent the waste of food. 

3. Increase recycling rate for all organic waste.



GRANT PROGRAMS
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Solid Waste 
Infrastructure for 
Recycling (SWIFR) 

Grants 
for 

Communities

Grants for 
States and 
Territories

Grants for Tribes 
and Intertribal 

Consortia

Recycling 
Education & 
Outreach 

(REO)



8

❖ Improve local waste management 
systems, creating stronger, resilient, 
and cost-effective MSW recycling. 

❖ 25 selections, totaling $72,850,875.

❖ Eligible entities: cities, counties, 
townships, villages, parishes, districts, 
any other political subdivisions. 

❖ Justice40:  76% of funding will benefit 
disadvantaged communities.

SWIFR FOR COMMUNITIES



SWIFR FOR COMMUNITIES: 
PROJECT TYPES
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Anaerobic Digestion
4%

Processing C&D
4%

Reuse Infrastructure
12%

Composting
32%

Dropoff/Transfer 
Stations

16%

Curbside Access
16% MRF Equipment/Structures

16%



BROWNFIELDS
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“TCTACs”
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