
Overcoming EJ Challenges
Katera Moore, PhD

Environmental Justice Coordinator
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

ECOS EJ Workgroup Meeting July 2023



Overview

Defining environmental justice

Defining meaningful participation

Challenges

EJ @ DNREC

Next steps



Environmental Justice

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people, regardless of race, color, national
origin or income, with respect to the development,
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations and policies; and the equitable access to green
spaces, public recreation opportunities and information and
data on potential exposures to environmental hazards.



Executive order 12898 –
Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in 
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations

59 FR 7629; February 16, 1994
• Executive Order (E.O.) 12898 - Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 

Populations and Low-Income Populations - was issued by President William J. Clinton in 1994. Its 
purpose is to focus federal attention on the environmental and human health effects of federal 
actions on minority and low-income populations with the goal of achieving environmental protection 
for all communities.

• E.O. 12898 directs federal agencies to:
• identify and address the disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of 

their actions on minority and low-income populations, to the greatest extent practicable and permitted 
by law.

• develop a strategy for implementing environmental justice.
• promote nondiscrimination in federal programs that affect human health and the environment, as well 

as provide minority and low-income communities access to public information and public participation.



Executive order 14096 –
Revitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to 
Environmental Justice for All

88 FR 25261; April 21, 2023
To fulfill our Nation's promises of  justice, liberty, and equality, every person must have clean air to breathe; 
clean water to drink; safe and healthy foods to eat; and an environment that is healthy, sustainable, 
climate-resilient, and free from harmful pollution and chemical exposure. Restoring and protecting a 
healthy environment--wherever people live, play, work, learn, grow, and worship--is a matter of justice and 
a fundamental duty that the Federal Government must uphold on behalf of all people.

• Early and meaningful involvement by communities with EJ concerns 

• Recipients of Federal funds (including block grant funding) should develop internal mechanism
o Create performance metrics and other means of accountability
o Identify and dedicate staff, funding, and other resources
o Provide appropriate professional development and training 



Challenges
• Change is difficult 
• Environmental Justice is 

multidisciplinary
• EJ communities have complex 

needs 
• Trust has been eroded
• Building civic capacity takes 

time 



Environmental Justice @ DNREC



Waste, Water, and Air Permits



Defining EJ in Delaware
• DelDOT Equity Focus Areas (Moderate & Significant)

• % of population in Poverty > State Average + population of African 
Americans, Hispanics, Asians, or Native Americans > 2x or 3x the State 
Average, OR

• Combined population of minorities > 2x or 3x the State Average, OR
• % of population in poverty is greater than 2x or 3x the State Average, 

OR
• MHHI (family of four) ≤ $45,985 or $28,070

• Limited English Neighborhoods
• Modified DelDOT Language Isolation Neighborhood (> 15%)
• 2017 Land Use Land Cover 



DNREC EJ Viewer Mapping Tool
• Non-Public Wells
• Delaware Water 

Service Areas
• Wellhead Protection 

Areas
• Saltwater Tidal Buffer
• Biosolids and 

Residuals
• Large (wastewater) 

Systems
• Groundwater 

Management Zones
• Sussex County 

Landfills

• Certified Brownfields
• SIRS Site
• Underground Storage 

Tank
• Solid and Hazardous 

Waste
• Tax Ditches 
• Air Monitoring 

Stations
• Irrigated Areas
• LUST
• FEMA Flood Maps
• EJ Screen 2002 Index



EJ Activities (current)

EJ POLICY EJ INTRANET INTERNAL EJ 
ADVISORY GROUP

DATA 
COLLECTION 



EJ Activities (pending)

Interagency 
collaboration (in 
progress)

Cumulative Impact 
Mapping (in progress)

Public Involvement 
Plan (in progress)

Procedural Safeguards 
(in progress)



EJ Intranet



EJ Policy



EJ Resources



EJ Goals

Environmental 
Justice Office Rolodex

Social media 
content DNREC Brochure

Intradepartmental 
collaboration

Advisory 
Committee 
outreach



All Hands On Deck
“Environmental Justice is not a task that when we are done, we put it back 
on the shelf. It is part of the thought process in everything we do. It is 
important that it is part of our DNA. And we all need to be part of the 
discussion.”

- Secretary Shawn M. Garvin
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