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2017 Executive Order

• Signed June 2017

• Sustainable materials 

management (SMM) 

policy

• Metrics and goals

• Building SMM 

partnerships



SMM Policy for Maryland

• Minimize environmental impacts of 

materials over the full lifecycle

• Reduce disposal through source 

reduction, reuse and recycling

• Capture and make optimal use of 

resources

• Manage materials sustainably in the 

long term



Metrics and Goals

Recommend:

• A method of quantifying and tracking statewide 

waste diversion 

• Voluntary statewide SMM goals

• A method of obtaining business waste diversion 

data
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Metrics and Goals – Work to Date

• Applying the SMM policy to metrics:

– Consider the impacts throughout the lifecycle

– Link metrics to environmental outcomes

– Recognize environmental impacts of different types of 

materials

– Incorporate the most comprehensive data available, 

including from the commercial sector



Metrics and Goals – Work to Date

Benefits of Recycling Rates

• Easy to calculate and 

understand

• Can be tracked historically

• Indicator of end-of-life 

management

Limitations of Current Metrics

• Focus only on end-of-life 

management

• May not always reflect optimal 

environmental outcomes

• Treat all materials the same



Metrics and Goals – Work to Date

Statewide Waste Characterization Study



Metrics and Goals – Work to Date



Metrics and Goals – Work to Date



Metrics and Goals – Work to Date

• Commercial recycling data may be incomplete

• Encourage more voluntary reporting:

– Create a simple, online reporting system

• Update the source reduction credit system



Partnerships, Collaboration, and 

Outreach

Innovative reuse of dredged materials and soils



Partnerships, Collaboration, and 

Outreach

Organics recovery

• Stakeholder study group

• Technical assistance and outreach

• Food Recovery Summits



Partnerships, Collaboration, and 

Outreach

• SM3 private sector-led initiative

• Commerce, agriculture, energy, natural resources, 

transportation



Partnerships, Collaboration, and 

Outreach

Social media campaign on recycling quality

“Rethink Recycling”



QUESTIONS?


