
When did Alaska become a state?



Alaska

365 million acres (2.5 times bigger than Texas)
~200 million acres federal
~104 million acres state
~44 million acres ANCSA
less than 1% conventional private

More coastline than the rest of the US combined

3.5 million lakes (>20 acres)

365,000 river miles (over 3,000 rivers)
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2018 Earthquake

Environment/Health Issues of concern
• Water/Sewer Lines
• Home water wells
• Fuel storage tanks 
• Electricity/food spoilage
• Drinking water

SAFETY MOMENT: Prepare a disaster kit 
for your house and your family!
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2019 Fires



2019 Fires
Alaska has the nation’s two largest national forests: 

The Tongass and the Chugach

659 wildfires in Alaska in 2019
2.5 million acres burned (# still growing)

Environment/Health Issues of concern
• Air Quality



2019 Fires



Japan Tsunami/Fukishima
Estimates of 5 million tons were carried into the Pacific



Fukushima radiation study

Over half of the 
nation’s commercially 
harvested fish comes 
from Alaskan waters



Innocent passage



MV Selendang Ayu 2004



Prevention is far better than response



Questions?

Jason Brune, Commissioner 
Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation
jason.brune@alaska.gov 
(907) 465-5065


