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WHAT IS ENGINE IDLING?

Engine Idling is the excessive idling 

(running) of a vehicle engine while 

the vehicle is:

1. Parked

2. Stopped

3. Standing
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WHY IS ENGINE IDLING 

A CONCERN FOR DC? 

• Vehicle exhaust is the single largest source of 
air pollution in the  District.

• Engine idling pollutes the atmosphere, which 
affects the health of people and the 
environment.

• Pollutants from vehicles contribute to acid 
rain, ozone formation, and global climate 
change.

PROTECT OUR AIR
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WHAT IS THE LAW IN THE DISTRICT?

20 DCMR § 900.1

Prohibits the idling of on-road 

gasoline or diesel-powered motor 

vehicles on public or private space 

for more than three (3) minutes 

while the vehicle is parked,  

stopped, or standing, including for 

the purposes of operating air 

conditioning or heating equipment.

20 DCMR § 900.2  

Prohibits the idling of non-road 

diesel-powered engines for more 

than three (3) minutes.

Idling violations carry fines $500 

and double for subsequent 

violations, up to $4,000
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ENFORCEMENT REQUIREMENTS

• Confirm idling

– Visually, by sound, or by feel

• Time idling (3 minutes)

• Document vehicle information

– License plate

– USDOT Number

– Any other identifying markings
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LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY

• Thermal Imaging Cameras 

• DOEE Air Quality Compliance System

• Washington D.C.’s DC311 Smartphone 

App
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Thermal Imaging Cameras 

• The FLIR ONE Pro allows inspectors to use thermal 

imaging of engines and exhaust pipes in their 

observations of engine idling in noisy environments and 

environments where approaching the vehicles to sense 

heat at exhaust pipes by the back of the hand isn't 

feasible or practical. 
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MOBILE INSPECTION
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• Air Quality Compliance System 

(ACQS) allows inspectors to 

schedule and document 

inspections in the field.

• Integrated with DC311, DOEE 

Asbestos Permit System & DOEE 

Enforcement Database.

• Online Payment




