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State Environment and Health Leaders, U.S. EPA 
Sign Landmark Agreement on Environmental Health   
Nashville, Tennessee – Formalizing an important new partnership, the Presidents of ECOS and ASTHO and the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today entered into a groundbreaking Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to advance cooperative initiatives pertaining to environmental health. The MOA, signed at the ECOS Spring Meeting in Nashville, states that because the public health and well-being of U.S. citizens relies on the condition of their physical environment, “the Parties intend to collaborate in developing tools, reports, workshops, meetings, communications pathways, and other tangible outcomes and initiatives that will leverage resources and advance the Parties’ mutually shared mission of protecting the public’s health from environmental threats and hazards and advancing health and environmental equity for all citizens."

“The MOA is consistent with ECOS’ emphasis on the critical nexus between environment and public health, and the longstanding desire of ECOS, ASTHO, and EPA to work more closely on these issues,” said ECOS President Martha Rudolph, Director of Environmental Programs with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. “Under the MOA, we will identify projects that leverage our strengths and resources, ultimately benefiting all Americans.”
“I issued a challenge to my colleagues across the country, the 2016 ASTHO President’s Challenge, to use their influence to advance health equity and optimal health for all. Doing so demands that government leaders and policymakers work collaboratively to address the environmental factors that make our zip code as important as our genetic code in determining our health,” says Edward Ehlinger, MD, MSPH, President of ASTHO and Minnesota Commissioner of Health. “The partnership forged between EPA, ECOS, and ASTHO will shape our understanding of how health and the environment are intertwined and point to solutions that will help us improve the condition of those we are charged to serve.”

Per the MOA, the signatories jointly will identify within four months both short- and long-term outcomes to further under the agreement, using existing and any other identified resources. In addition, they plan to summarize annually to their leaderships and the public the accomplishments of initiatives undertaken via the MOA.  

To view the full MOA, visit the ECOS website at www.ecos.org.
