ECOS’ State Environmental Protection in 2012 (STEP 2012)
June 7-8, 2012 (Approximately Noon to Noon)
Hotel Monaco

Washington, DC

Notional Agenda
Kick-off Luncheon Keynote
Governor or other prominent figure on the environment-energy-economy nexus and the role of the states.
Tentative Panels (60 minutes each)
-More Rules, Less Money: Is There a Breaking Point? (moderated by ECOS President Tom Burack of New Hampshire)

States assume responsibility for implementing the vast majority of federal environmental programs. How can they continue to meet environmental and public health demands in an era of declining resources?

-States as Laboratories of Innovation (moderated by David Paylor of Virginia, with participation by ECOS President Tom Burack of New Hampshire, ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Dick Pedersen of Oregon, Tom Easterly of Indiana, and Ken Kimmell of Massaschusetts)

Faced with complex environmental challenges, state agencies are finding non-traditional ways to protect the environment, with initiatives ranging from water quality trading to online permitting.
-Navigating Muddy Waters (moderated by ECOS Vice President Teresa Marks of Arkansas)

States are grappling with cutbacks in federal funding of water infrastructure and the growing problem of nutrients and nonpoint source pollution. As the Clean Water Act turns 40, how can regulators overcome remaining water quality challenges?

-Electric Reliability and Public Health: Are They Mutually Exclusive? (moderated by ECOS Secretary-Treasurer Dick Pedersen)

Will pending federal air pollution rules threaten grid reliability by forcing power plant closures, or do such concerns rely on faulty characterizations of the rules?
-Ensuring Proper Management and Beneficial Reuse of Coal Ash (moderated by Suzanne Bangert of Wisconsin)

As Congress and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency weigh approaches to regulating the management of coal combustion residuals, what do states see as the appropriate path? 

-Why Do We Need Toxics Reform? (moderated by Ted Sturdevant of Washington State)

Citing the need for a stronger federal program to regulate chemicals, ECOS supports reform of the Toxic Substances Control Act. What approach will best safeguard public health while keeping industry competitive in a global marketplace?
-Green Energy in State Cleanup, Redevelopment, and Infrastructure Activities (moderated by Christophe Tulou of Washington, DC)

States are working with the U.S. Department of Defense and U.S. Department of Energy to promote renewable use at federal facilities and cleanup sites around the country. At the same time, they are making strategic energy infrastructure investments. What are the goals and successes of some of these initiatives?

Other
The meeting agenda also will include a VIP reception for states and sponsors, a continental breakfast, and two networking breaks. Meeting emceed by ECOS Past President Richard Opper of Montana. 
