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Resolution 08-15

Approved September 23, 2008

Branson, Missouri 

Revised September 27, 2011

Indianapolis, Indiana

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director

SUPPORTING PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF SEWAGE OVERFLOWS

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency estimates that 850 billion gallons of sewage are released into waters of the United States every year as a result of aging and failing sewer systems and wet weather events; and

WHEREAS, sewage overflows into waters of the United States produce substantial environmental, public health and economic impacts; and 

WHEREAS, sewage overflows into waters of the United States can lead to the contamination of drinking water supplies, closure of waters to fishing and swimming, fish kills, and overall degradation of water quality; and

WHEREAS, Federal law does not provide uniform, national standards for public notification of combined and sanitary sewer overflows; and

WHEREAS, reporting of sewage overflows into waters of the United States to the public can educate the citizenry and help build public support for improvements to and increased funding for sewer systems. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

ECOS supports the public’s right to know when sewage overflows into waters of the United States pose a danger to public health and the environment.

ECOS requests that any modifications to current laws, regulations, or policies to require public notification of sewage overflows into waters of the United States from waste water treatment works, sanitary sewer systems, and combined sewer systems shall:

Include a clear definition of “sewage overflow”; 

Include a requirement to describe the level of treatment provided to the sewage overflow; 

Ensure that overflows to waters of the United States are reported in a timely and effective manner to ensure public health and the safety of source waters; 

Require only necessary and realistic monitoring and/or reporting that would not impose undue burdens that are disproportionate to any realized public benefit; 

Identify a protected source of federal funding to fully finance the costs of any monitoring and reporting requirements necessary to meet this new federal mandate; and

Not supersede other requirements of the Clean Water Act and any more stringent state requirements.

