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Resolution 11-9

Approved September 27, 2011

Indianapolis, Indiana

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director
SUPPORT FOR CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 319 FUNDING 
 

WHEREAS, the 1987 amendments to the Clean Water Act (CWA) established the Section 319 Nonpoint Source Management Program; and

WHEREAS, CWA Section 319 provides money to states for programs to reduce pollution from nonpoint sources which, by U.S. EPA’s own admission, pose the greatest remaining threat to the nation’s water quality; and

WHEREAS, according to U.S. EPA in the National Water Quality Inventory: Report to Congress: 2002 Reporting Cycle, nonpoint sources are the most significant single source of water pollution in the United States, accounting for almost half of all impairments; and

WHEREAS, CWA Section 319 grant money received by states supports a wide variety of activities including installation of Best Management Practices, development of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), technical assistance, financial assistance, education, training, technology transfer, demonstration projects, and monitoring to assess the success of specific nonpoint source implementation projects; and 

WHEREAS, the states often pass on CWA Section 319 funds to local efforts; and

WHEREAS, according to the U.S. EPA’s Clean Watersheds Needs Survey 2008 Report to Congress, nonpoint source funding needs total $22.8 billion over 20 years or $1.14 billion annually on average; and 

WHEREAS, the Needs Survey finds “out of the total documented needs of $344.8 billion in the report and appendices, $334.5 billion is potentially eligible for Clean Water State Revolving Fund assistance, and $81.5 billion is potentially eligible for assistance from EPA's Nonpoint Source Grants Program;” and

WHEREAS, current budget proposals request annual funding for the Nonpoint Source Grants Program at a level between $150.5 million and $164.8 million; and

WHEREAS, without consultation with the states, U.S. EPA shifted $25 million in Congressionally appropriated funds for fiscal year 2011 from CWA Section 319 to other programs, decreasing the amount of funding for projects that directly reduce nonpoint source pollution; and 

WHEREAS, the reduction in CWA Section 319 funding was the result of a difficult budget choice for U.S. EPA that nevertheless had a significant impact on critical programs and states’ abilities to meet previous commitments.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF THE STATES:

Agrees with U.S. EPA that addressing nonpoint sources of pollution is a high priority for the agency and for states, and justifies substantial and stable funding through a robust CWA Section 319 program;

Calls on the U.S. EPA and the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to recognize that any further cuts to the CWA Section 319 grants program will retard the states’ progress towards reducing nutrient pollution in waters of the U.S., and that U.S. EPA and OMB will need to adjust their expectations accordingly; and

Urges the U.S. Congress, OMB and the U.S. EPA to work with state agencies through ECOS when budget cuts are necessary to help determine where the cuts should be made, taking into account the need to minimize the impact of reduced program funding and prevent the deterioration of progress toward meeting the goals of the Clean Water Act. 


