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Resolution 08-16

Approved September 23, 2008

Branson, Missouri

Revised September 26, 2011

Indianapolis, Indiana

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director
LONG-TERM FINANCING FOR THE NATIONAL

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION EXCHANGE NETWORK
WHEREAS, States, Territories, Tribes, and U.S. EPA have committed themselves to implementing the National Environmental Information Exchange Network (Exchange Network) as a standards-based, interoperable, national architecture for environmental data sharing, access, and exchange; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. EPA Exchange Network Grant Program has provided a key funding mechanism for the ongoing development and implementation of Exchange Network infrastructure and data flows in the States and Tribes; and

WHEREAS, U.S. EPA has funded technical and administrative support for the Exchange Network’s Governance, Coordinator, Website, and Annual Meeting; and development of innovative shared services, data exchanges, security infrastructure, and other central services through the Exchange Network Grant Program and investments from the EPA operations budget; and

WHEREAS, the long-term operations and maintenance of the Exchange Network will require ongoing sources of funding beyond the expected life of the Exchange Network Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, the operation and maintenance of alternative data exchange mechanisms currently are funded by State, Territorial, Tribal, and Federal program budgets; and

WHEREAS, ECOS recognizes and supports states that remain direct users of a federal database versus building a state system and flowing data to U.S. EPA over the Exchange Network.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF THE STATES:
Supports the continued implementation of Exchange Network data flows between and among States, Territories, Tribes, U.S. EPA, and other Partners and an expeditious transition away from alternative data exchange methods as readiness allows; 

Recognizes that ongoing operational and maintenance costs for the Exchange Network will need to be borne by individual States and Tribes and by U.S. EPA, including the Office of Environmental Information and program offices, as the Exchange Network becomes the standard method for exchanging environmental data; 
Requests U.S. EPA to support and encourage the use of programmatic grants for the maintenance and operation of regulatory data flows that use the Exchange Network; and

Strongly supports the inclusion of dedicated funding in the U.S. EPA budget to sustain the Exchange Network’s Governance, Coordinator, Website, and Annual Meeting; and development of innovative shared services, data exchanges, security infrastructure, and other central services.
