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Resolution Number 11-5

Approved September 26, 2011 

Indianapolis, Indiana

As certified by 

R. Steven Brown 

Executive Director 
IN SUPPORT OF LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL ACTION 

TO SECURE VEHICLE LOADS 
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of local, state, and federal officials to provide for safe roadways and transportation corridors in the United States; and

WHEREAS, there are nearly 4 million centerline miles of roadway in the United States; and

WHEREAS, there are more than 51 billion pieces of litter on our nation’s roadways, 4.6 billion of which are larger than four inches in size; and

WHEREAS, anywhere between 20 and 40 percent of all litter found on the roadways comes from unsecured loads; and 

WHEREAS, on an annual basis litter costs states, counties, cities, businesses, educational institutions, and litter abatement organizations approximately $11.5 billion per year for litter cleanup, education, and/or disposal programs; and

WHEREAS, surveys show that more than 90 percent of respondents indicate that they consider vehicle-related road debris to be a somewhat serious or very serious road safety problem, (AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety (2002)); and

WHEREAS, road litter causes an estimated 25,000 accidents in the United States each year resulting in nearly 100 fatalities (2004 AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety report); and  

WHEREAS, 34 states currently have laws on secured loads but there is no national legislation; and 

WHEREAS, 11 states impose fines plus possible jail time for offenses; and

WHEREAS, national secured load legislation is supported by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, and others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

ECOS supports strong enforcement of secured load laws at the state, county, and local level.

ECOS supports education campaigns to educate drivers on how to properly secure loads to prevent litter and accidents.

ECOS supports congressional action to mandate secure loads across the country. 






