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Resolution Number 10-9
Approved August 30, 2010 

As certified by 

R. Steven Brown 

Executive Director 

REVIEW AND RECONSIDERATION OF ENDORSEMENT OF THE 

NATIONAL VEHICLE MERCURY SWITCH RECOVERY PROGRAM MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) 
WHEREAS, the National Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program (NVMSRP) included the elements of a national vehicle mercury switch recovery program supported by ECOS since 2004 and ECOS endorsed the current NVMSRP MOU in Resolution 06-7; and  
WHEREAS, in March 2009, ECOS revised Resolution 06-7 to request that U.S. EPA amend its National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Area Sources: Electric Arc Furnace Steelmaking Facilities Rule (EAF Rule) published in the Federal Register on December 28, 2007, to improve its effectiveness, including provisions that augment existing recordkeeping and reporting requirements, mercury emissions testing, monitoring and verification requirements, and other measures that ensure reduced mercury emissions from these facilities.
WHEREAS, in 2010, the NVMSRP no longer includes all the elements of a national vehicle mercury switch recovery program described in Resolution 06-7 (revised). 
1. The NVMSRP has not provided monetary incentives to ensure shared responsibility for the identification, removal, and proper management of all reasonably accessible mercury switches from end-of-life vehicles, due to depletion of the Implementation Fund in August 2009; 

2. The existing tracking and assessment tools are not sufficient to determine whether or not scrap providers and users are taking appropriate steps to minimize the presence of mercury in the scrap.
3. The annual recovery of switches is less than 25 percent, which is well below the stated annual goal of 80 Percent; and
WHEREAS, U.S. EPA has initiated action to amend the existing National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Area Sources: Electric Arc Furnace Steelmaking Facilities Area Source Rule (published in the Federal Register on December 28, 2007) to consider inclusion of emission limits, monitoring, and other requirements.
WHEREAS NVMSRP parties have been negotiating improvements (e.g., expanded outreach, enhanced recordkeeping and reporting), and renewal of implementation fund payments for over a year, but have not yet reached agreement.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
ECOS urges U.S. EPA to adopt a revised final EAF rule by June 30, 2012, that includes requirements such as enhanced recordkeeping and reporting, monitoring, and emission standards to minimize the release of mercury to the environment.
ECOS supports a revised NVMSRP Memorandum of Understanding that includes a financial payment to dismantlers, enhanced recordkeeping to ensure scrap providers are taking steps to minimize the presence of mercury in the scrap, and other program components sufficient to ensure the program meets or exceeds its recovery goals throughout the term of the revised agreement. 
ECOS will review the status of the MOU negotiations and the recovery rate of vehicle switches as of September 30, 2010 and will reconsider its support and endorsement of the NVMSRP MOU (ECOS Resolution 06-7) at that time.
ECOS recognizes that in the absence of an effective national switch recovery program, individual states may initiate actions to minimize mercury emissions from the EAF facilities and their supply chain.
Copies of this resolution will be transmitted to the Administrator of U.S. EPA, the Director of the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, the President of the United States, and the U.S. Congress.
