ECOS NONPOINT SOURCE SUBCOMMITTEE

Draft Issue List—Ideas To Address Nonpoint Source Pollution

(Updated July 7, 2010)

Monitoring/Measurements
· Develop consistent measures/metrics/targets that govern the implementation of non-point source controls; something akin to the effluent guidelines. 

· Develop interim measures that track progress towards long-term NPS reduction goals.

Pollution Trading
· EPA should fund pollution trading pilots in several watersheds around the country.

· Offsets

Agricultural Activities

· Integrate EPA and NRCS activities in the agriculture sector

· NRCS should provide more pro-active outreach to farms in need of conservation programs, like EQIP, rather than serving only those who request assistance.

· Revisit "T" (tolerable soil loss) and other elements of nutrient management plans to give equal weight to agronomic and water quality factors.

· Establish buffer zones to water bodies

· Focus 319 funds on grants that promote irrigation efficiencies or composting/digesting organic wastes in dairy operations of CAFOs

· Negotiate with NRCS to focus funds on projects on impaired streams with completed TMDLs. 

· Establish grants or other incentives for use of agriculture-specific Best Practices

· Alternately, work with industry groups to develop agriculture Best Practices—self regulated—examples include California wine country self management or wood products industry audits. 

· NRCS funding for impaired streams could be tied to nonpoint source activities

Septic Systems
Septics, particularly aging, poorly maintained systems, can adversely affect water quality. Contributions from septic systems to poor water quality should be considered in any strategy to reduce nonpoint source water pollution. Nutrient loads from septic systems to surface and ground waters are a growing concern since most systems use 50-yearold technologies that are not designed to remove nutrient pollution. Relative contributions from onsite and septic systems will continue to grow due to reductions in other sources and an overall expansion in the numbers of systems installed.

The regulation of septic systems is appropriately addressed at the watershed or local level. Federal policies or standards would not be appropriate nationwide.

· Limit septic system mixing zones to property boundaries

· Create septic system maintenance districts with fees assessed on individual septics to support them

· Require mandatory inspections, maintenance and if necessary, upgrades of septic systems upon sale of home/property (local/state jurisdiction only)

· Promote the use of better treatment systems (new systems with denitrification capabilities)

· Identify and support economically reasonable treatment choices

· Require homes and subdivisions to hook up to city services if they are within 1000 feet of a main line

Transportation and Stormwater
· Strengthen the link between transportation funding and stormwater management.  Rework transportation funding to encourage water quality friendly designs.  

· Erosion/sediment control for secondary roads

· Unstable stream systems

NPS Activity Funding
· Stretch the SRF program to accommodate and, better yet, promote its use for funding non-point source projects.  

Permitting
· Municipal stormwater – MS4s
Cross-Media
· Air deposition

