[image: image1.png]



Resolution Number 04-4

Approved April 20, 2004

Hot Springs, AR

Reaffirmed March 20, 2007

Alexandria, VA

Revised March 24, 2010

Sausalito, California

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director

PROMOTION OF POLLUTION PREVENTION AND SUSTAINABILITY

IN PARTNERSHIPS
WHEREAS, States and U.S. EPA share responsibility to protect, restore, and enhance environmental quality in the United States; and

WHEREAS, both States and U.S. EPA focus on the challenge to find sustainable, more protective ways to conserve valuable natural resources through source reduction, energy efficiency, and conservation activities across all environmental programs; and 

WHEREAS, the sustainable and efficient use of energy, materials, and resources is vital to the protection and enhancement of human health and the environment; and

WHEREAS, States and U.S. EPA have recognized that pollution prevention (P2) is the most efficient and cost effective environmental method to avoid, eliminate, or reduce waste generated to air, land, and water; and

WHEREAS, pollution prevention reduces risks from persistent, bioaccumulative toxic pollutants in the air, water, and on land; promotes improved environmental quality and environmental justice; empowers state and tribal programs; and reduces the emission of greenhouse gases; and

WHEREAS, States and U.S. EPA have also deemed pollution prevention a key component of sustainable business practices and small business assistance, and recognize that pollution prevention supports the green economy and is an effective and efficient means to garner environmental results and solve current and future environmental problems; and

WHEREAS, federal funding for pollution prevention has continued to be reduced from $8.0 million authorized in FY93 to approximately $4.1 million in FY10, representing a 50% reduction to support state pollution prevention programs; and 

WHEREAS, ECOS has established a Cross-Media Committee to focus on innovative and cross-cutting approaches to environmental protection that emphasize preventing pollution; and

WHEREAS, State pollution prevention officials have formed a national organization, the National Pollution Prevention Roundtable (NPPR), to promote the ethic of prevention first; and

WHEREAS, the former U.S. EPA Forum on State and Tribal Toxics Action (FOSTTA) provided an opportunity to conduct face-to-face discussions with senior EPA officials on chemical information and management, pollution prevention, and tribal affairs; and 
WHEREAS, in 2008, U.S. EPA’s Science Advisory Board described the P2 program as “among the most forward-looking and important programs of the EPA;” and

WHEREAS, the NPPR P2 Results Report has documented 180 billion pounds in total pollution reduced, 5 billion gallons in water consumption reduced; 1 billion kilowatt-hours reduced and $7.6 billion in cost savings resulting from state, tribal, university and local government pollution prevention programs since 1990. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

In recognition of the 20th anniversary of the federal Pollution Prevention Act of 1990, ECOS requests that U.S. EPA establish a States-EPA dialogue on pollution prevention to recognize states’ results, review state P2 and source reduction grants criteria, integrate opportunities, support a national P2 performance measures data system, identify challenges, and make recommendations to modernize federal pollution prevention policy.   

ECOS requests U.S. EPA to seek a restoration of federal funding for the State Pollution Prevention Grants from the current $4.1 million to the full $8.0 million authorized by the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990.  ECOS requests that the U.S. Congress appropriate the funds needed for this restoration. 

ECOS requests U.S. EPA to formally recognize that P2 is central to any and all of its sustainability strategies and requests the Administrator’s Policy Office lead an effort to incorporate sustainability into its policies, regulations, and actions with both regulated and non-regulated entities.
U.S. EPA should cooperate with the States, continuing to use the ECOS Cross-Media Committee, and NPPR to promote pollution prevention throughout all U.S. EPA programs; 

U.S. EPA, in partnership with ECOS and NPPR, should explore and recommend enhanced strategies to reaffirm that pollution prevention is central and core to the mission and strategic goals of local, state, regional, and national environmental protection programs; and

U.S. EPA should incorporate pollution prevention and sustainability in each goal of the agency’s strategic plan.

