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Resolution Number 10-2

Approved March 24, 2010

Sausalito, California

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director

COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL MERCURY MONITORING 

WHEREAS, methyl mercury levels in fish and other living organisms routinely exceed thresholds considered potentially harmful to people and fish-eating wildlife throughout much of the United States; and

WHEREAS, exposure to toxic levels of mercury largely occurs through consumption of organisms with elevated methyl mercury and adverse effects on growth, reproduction and neurological function have been observed in organisms with elevated methyl mercury levels; and

WHEREAS, high levels of mercury measured in fish have triggered fish consumption advisories throughout the United States, including significant coastal advisories; and

WHEREAS, better data on mercury cycling in the environment would improve scientific understanding and ability to predict and quantify linkages between mercury emissions and environmental response; and

WHEREAS, improved mercury monitoring information will help to optimize mercury policy development and implementation and is needed to track progress; and

WHEREAS, a comprehensive long-term mercury monitoring program focused on ambient concentration, mercury deposition, watershed cycling and levels in key biota would allow scientists and resource managers to accurately assess mercury in the environment and link changes in emissions and deposition with ecosystem effects and response; and 

WHEREAS, the comprehensive data gathered would provide useful information to evaluate trends in mercury levels in the environment and biota and inform the development of future mercury reduction policies; 

WHEREAS, many states have developed and implemented mercury monitoring efforts and have developed substantial expertise in this area, and are now, due current state budget issues, facing difficulties in sustaining these efforts; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. EPA has estimated that over three-quarters (83 percent) of the mercury deposited in the U.S. originates from international sources
, which is beyond states’ regulatory control. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

ECOS urges the President of the United States and U.S. Congress to expand federal and state capacity for mercury-related action, including but not limited to environmental monitoring, fate and transport science, pollution prevention programs, and health advisory efforts.  New resources, in particular to the states, are needed to ensure that state and federal progress is sustained; 
ECOS supports congressional action that would fund a comprehensive, long-term mercury monitoring program that meets national monitoring needs; and

ECOS requests that the Federal Government engage its counterparts in other countries to encourage international reductions in mercury emissions and work with the States in the design and implementation of these efforts to ensure that they address and meet state concerns and data needs and effectively support and coordinate with state mercury monitoring programs.

� U.S. EPA, 2005a.  Technical Support Document, Revision of December 2000 Regulatory Finding on the Emissions of Hazardous Air Pollutants from Electric Utility Steam Generating Units and the Removal of Coal- and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units from the §112(c) List: Reconsideration, October 21, 2005.  Accessible at � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/utility/TSC-112final.pdf" ��www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/utility/TSC-112final.pdf�. 
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