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Executive Director
REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has found that the current and projected concentrations of Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons and sulfur hexafluoride), in the atmosphere threaten the public health and welfare of current and future generations; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. EPA further found that the combined emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and HFCs from new motor vehicles and motor vehicle engines contribute to the atmospheric concentrations of these key greenhouse gases and hence to the threat of climate change; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. EPA has stated that although it supports a legislative solution to the problem of climate change, the U.S. Supreme Court has decided that GHGs are air pollutants under the Clean Air Act (CAA) definition of air pollutants and U.S. EPA has determined that it should regulate GHG emissions pursuant to that statute; and

WHEREAS, in response to the Fiscal Year 2008 Consolidated Appropriations Act (H.R. 2764; Public Law 110–161), U. S. EPA issued the Final Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse Gases Rule, that requires reporting of GHG emissions from large sources and suppliers in the United States, and is intended to collect accurate and timely emissions data to inform future policy decisions; and

WHEREAS, under the rule, suppliers of fossil fuels or industrial greenhouse gases, manufacturers of vehicles and engines, and facilities that emit 25,000 metric tons or more per year of GHG emissions are required to submit annual reports to U.S. EPA; and

WHEREAS, states and U.S. EPA have formed an Integrated Project Team to collaboratively design and build a mechanism for sharing greenhouse gas emissions data using the National Environmental Information Exchange Network, with an emphasis on building the technology to exchange GHG emissions information and to develop a data exchange mechanism that is flexible enough to meet most GHG information needs; and 

WHEREAS, U.S. EPA has proposed the Prevention of Significant Deterioration and Title V Greenhouse Gas Tailoring Rule, that is focused on large facilities with the potential to emit (PTE) over 25,000 tons of greenhouse gases a year, and major modifications at existing large facilities with the PTE over 10,000 – 25,000 tons of greenhouse gases a year, and would require new and modified facilities with such an emissions increase to obtain Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) construction permits when they are constructed or modified that would demonstrate they are using the best practices and technologies to minimize GHG emissions and Title V operating permits; and

WHEREAS, the proposed thresholds would “tailor” the permit programs to limit which facilities would be required to obtain NSR and Title V permits and would cover facilities responsible for nearly 70 percent of the national GHG emissions that come from stationary sources, including those from the nation’s largest emitters, such as power plants, refineries, and cement production facilities; and

WHEREAS, the federal government recently released details of its national suite of auto standards that would impose the first-ever GHG standard on the nation's cars and trucks commencing with model year 2012; and

WHEREAS, the automobile standard proposals, a joint effort by U.S. EPA and the United States Department of Transportation, would also push corporate average fuel economy, or CAFE, standards to a fleetwide average of 35.5 miles per gallon by 2016, four years ahead of the schedule U.S. Congress laid out in a 2007 energy law; and

WHEREAS, working toward a final bill, the United States House of Representatives passed the American Clean Energy and Security Act, requiring the reduction of carbon emissions from major United States sources by 17% by 2020 and over 80% by 2050 compared to 2005 levels and requiring electric utilities to meet 20% of their electricity demand through renewable energy sources and energy efficiency by 2020; and 

WHEREAS, also working toward a final bill, the United States Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works reported out the Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act that  requires a 20% reduction of carbon emissions by 2020; and  

WHEREAS, in an effort to achieve an agreement at the annual Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Copenhagen, the United States government put on the table a United States emissions reduction target in the range of 17% below 2005 levels in 2020; and 

WHEREAS, many states and municipalities have already implemented or plan to implement measures to reduce GHG emissions; and

WHEREAS, many states have joined together to implement regional GHG reduction initiatives; and

WHEREAS, addressing GHG emissions on a national and international scale, including developing countries, will enable electricity generators and other sectors to have greater certainty and predictability to optimize investment decisions regarding pollution controls and operating procedures; and

WHEREAS, state and national investment in renewable energy and energy efficient efforts are expected to create high-paying jobs and stimulate the development of a vibrant and sustainable clean energy economy in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the chief executives of several major United States corporations recently urged the federal government to adopt a mandatory cap on GHG emissions in this country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF THE STATES:

Urges, that in the midst of all the aforementioned initiatives and activities with regard to GHGs, that all entities put forth the maximum effort in coordination and consultation;

Urges the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to support state and regional initiatives to stabilize and reduce GHG emissions;

Urges the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to work closely with the Environmental Council of the States and the states so that the national program to reduce GHG emissions in this country enhances the nation’s competitiveness in a worldwide economy, ensures a safe, secure, predictable and reliable energy future and builds upon state GHG reduction programs, while preserving authority for states to reduce GHG emissions; 

Urges the Administration, U.S. EPA, and the U.S. Department of State to support international efforts to complete effective international agreements as soon as possible to reduce GHG emissions by the amounts that science indicates are needed to avoid dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system;

Urges U.S. EPA to provide states adequate time to adjust state rules, where necessary, to make them consistent with federal GHG rules;

Urges U.S. EPA to work closely with the states to expeditiously develop best available control technology (BACT) permit guidance, training tools, permit streamlining alternatives, and funding mechanisms to address the additional permitting and administrative costs of regulating GHG emissions;

Encourages the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to support continued research and development of emissions reduction technologies, including increasing energy efficiency, in order to identify and implement approaches that minimize GHG emissions in a cost-effective, coordinated, and streamlined manner;

Encourages the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to promote and advance energy efficiency, energy conservation and renewable energy so that energy efficiency, energy conservation and renewable energy through the use of various mechanisms, including, but not limited to, the investment of proceeds of allowance auctions in energy efficiency and renewable energy efforts;
Encourages the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to promote and advance cleaner coal technologies that reduce GHG emissions from coal-fired facilities and achieve both carbon capture and sequestration or carbon capture and enhanced oil and natural gas recovery, so that the efficient use of coal resources is improved;

Encourages the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to promote and advance technologies that reduce GHG emissions and achieve both carbon capture and sequestration or carbon capture and enhanced oil and natural gas recovery from other fossil fuel facilities and other major GHG emission sources;

Encourages the U.S. Congress and the U.S. EPA to promote state and national efforts to increase the sequestration of carbon in soils, trees, and vegetation;

Encourages the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to provide assistance to states to protect vulnerable ecosystems and infrastructure from the impacts of climate; and

Encourages the U.S. Congress and U.S. EPA to continue climate research (including regional climate research) to improve the scientific understanding of the impacts of global climate change. 

