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ON MULTI-POLLUTANT STRATEGIES FOR 
 THE CONTROL OF AIR POLLUTION 
WHEREAS, many sources of air pollution emit more than one pollutant subject to regulation under the Clean Air Act and under state laws; and 

WHEREAS, multiple air pollutants interact to form other regulated pollutants and control of one or more of the pollutants may have co-benefits in reducing other pollutants such as air toxics; and

WHEREAS, the traditional approach to regulation of pollutants has proceeded independently for each pollutant in determining the level of regulation, the type of control requirements, and the timing of such regulatory requirements; and

WHEREAS, the traditional approach to the regulation of these pollution sources may lead to control strategy decisions that might vary significantly in cost, efficiency, and type; and 

WHEREAS, a multi-pollutant strategy is defined as the coordinated consideration of multiple regulatory decisions for sources of environmental pollutants; and 

WHEREAS, a well-designed multi-pollutant strategy has the potential to improve the ability of the sources to control environmental pollutants in a manner that facilitates efficiency, competitiveness, and cost savings while significantly reducing environmental impacts and provides industry with the ability to plan for the future; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to protect and preserve the environment, while promoting more effective planning and rational, flexible regulation of sources and to limit the economic burden of environmental regulation wherever possible; and

WHEREAS, several States have adopted or are in the process of adopting multi-pollutant strategies e. g., for the power generation industry, some of which consider the simultaneous regulation of multiple pollutants including mercury, SO2 and NOX; such states including Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Wisconsin; and
WHEREAS, this coordinated approach could lead to greater environmental gains than would be achieved under the existing provisions of the Clean Air Act and could create greater opportunities for pollution prevention and sustainability, as well as recognize the timing of installation, economic impact and co-benefits of controls; and

WHEREAS, ozone, PM 2.5, and regional haze share, to some extent, common precursors and all or some are affected by long range transport, it is critically important that pollution control strategies for ozone, PM 2.5, and regional haze be developed in tandem.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF THE STATES:

Requests that U.S. EPA and the U.S. Congress support research and incentives to allow the use of multi-pollutant strategies for the control of air pollution from the power industry and other stationary sources and the development of State Implementation Plans (SIPs) under the federal Clean Air Act;

Requests that U.S. EPA work with States to develop a cost-effective, efficient, and environmentally protective approach to implementing a multi-pollutant strategy for the regulation of the stationary sources; 

Requests that, in pursuing a multi-pollutant strategy, the U.S. Congress, U.S. EPA, and the States should proceed in a manner that protects the public health and environment, promotes efficient expenditure of resources, provides adequate and reliable energy, is scientifically sound and technically feasible and minimizes government impediments to the achievement of these goals and cost savings while significantly reducing environmental impacts and providing industry with the ability to plan for the future; and

Requests that any Congressional action to enact a multi-pollutant strategy maintains the states’ ability to achieve all NAAQS requirements, to meet our regional haze needs, and to provide robust public protection from toxics in accordance with current timelines.

