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Issue NAAQS & 

Guidance

Receive copy of  

NAAQS & 

guidance

Review it

Receive copy of  

NAAQS & 

guidance

Review it

Receive copy of  

NAAQS & 

guidance

Issue press 

release

Review it

Review 

monitoring data

Participate on 

call with EPA 

and States

Issue press 

release

Attainment?

Submit to 

Governor or 

designee

Develop early 

SIP & 

designation 

road map

Hold call with 

States for go 

forward plan 

(area by area)

Release 

designation 

modeling info

Conduct boundary 

analysis, start 

stakeholder process, 

and start SIP & 

modeling emissions 

inventories

No

Yes

Conduct 

boundary 

analysis

Share draft 

recommendations 

with Governor’s 

Office & EPA

EPA receives draft 

designation

Send final 

recommendations 

to Governor’s 

Office & EPA

Governor’s Office 

receives/reviews

Governor’s Office 

receives/reviews

Governor signs 

and sends 

recommendations

EPA receives 

designation 

recommendation 

from State

RPOs coordinate 

emissions 

inventory data 

from other areas

Forward EI info to 

the State

Update stationary 

source rules 

(definite plan for)

1 month 

(to save time later)
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EPA receives 

designation 

recommendation 

from State

Take all to HQ and 

identify “special” 

cases

Set up joint 

meeting with HQ 

and State to 

discuss special 

cases

Make preliminary 

recommendation 

to Administrator

Administrator 

approves

Participate in joint 

meeting with EPA 

HQ & Region 7

Prepare/refine 

SIP & modeling 

emissions 

inventories

States request 

RPOs to do 

modeling if 

appropriate

Ensure States 

have emissions 

inventory inputs for 

future base case

R7 & States 

receive EI inputs 

from HQ

Integrate data 

into common 

database

Receive request 

from State

Integrate data 

into common 

database

Distribute 

modeling to 

States

Support State/

RPO modeling

Support State/

RPO modeling

Review national 

measures / 

regional measures

Establish 

national 

measures / 

regional 

measures

Provide 

menu of 

control 

options

Review menu of 

control options

Review menu of 

control options

EPA delivers 

template for SIP 

submittal to States

Receive RPO 

modeling info

Emissions 

processing
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6 months

No

Emissions 

processing

Modify original 

inputs

Compare to 

monitored 

data on 

ground

Gather & 

process 

met. data

YesRun 

photo-

chemical 

model

Project 

emissions to 

future year 

(base) without 

control

Predictions 

match 

observations?

Run 

model 

again
Yes

Add 

controls?

Determine 

predicted 

future 

design value

Done; Verify with 

EPA

Compare 

against 

NAAQS

Review control 

decision

Run 

sensitivity 

analysis

Provide 

input on 

measures to 

States

Receive 

input from 

EPA

Select 

pollutants 

for control

No

Assist States 

with emissions 

processing 

and modeling
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Select 

pollutants 

for control

Select draft 

control 

strategy

Coordinate 

stakeholder 

education and 

input

Review findings 

with industry & 

others

Initiate 

stakeholder 

process

3 months

Industry, 

environmental 

groups & political 

officials receive 

findings

Review 

feedback

Model 

control 

strategies

Receive 

feedback
Attainment?

Region 7 still 

participating

No

Rerun model

Draft rule

Provide 

feedback

Yes
Assemble technical 

and legislative data 

(SIP narrative):

Contingency 

measures, RACT/

RACM, MVEM, RFP, 

I/M Stage II vapor

Set up joint 

meeting with 

EPA

EPA reviews 

preliminary 

data and SIP

EPA HQ 

reviews SIP

States and Region 7 

consult on draft

EPA HQ and Region 

7 consult
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Set up joint 

meeting with 

EPA

Develop public 

comment strategy

EPA HQ 

reviews SIP

Send in 

comments

No

National 

consistency 

review

Send adequacy 

posting MVEB 

to OTAQ;

Start 30-45 day 

public comment

Go out for public 

comment

R7 reviews 

preliminary data 

& SIP

Log in receipt of 

proposed SIP

Receive 

comments

Send in 

comments

Receive 

comments

EPA proposes 

for public 

comment

Parallel 

processing?

Yes

Ask EPA to do 

parallel processing

Review & 

respond to 

comments

Review & 

respond to 

comments

Share 

comments with 

EPA

Share comments 

with State and 

adverse comments 

with HQ

EPA 

determines if 

further action 

required

1-2 months

States follow own 

additional 

administrative rule-

making process

State submits final 

SIP to EPA

Significantly 

different?

EPA finalizes 

approval

Go back to public 

comment

No

Yes

2-3 months
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