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Resolution 09-8
Approved September 22, 2009

Whitefish, Montana

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director

advancing green infrastructure, energy efficiency and clean energy production at wastewater and drinking water treatment plants 

WHEREAS, ECOS recognizes that the goals of the State Revolving Funds include achieving and maintaining compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water Act, protecting and improving national water quality and the quality of delivered drinking water; and

WHEREAS, responding to climate change is among the most challenging environmental problems currently facing the United States and the world which must be met through multiple efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, while also continuing to and ensure that our environmental infrastructure will sustainably and affordably provide clean drinking water and effective wastewater services; and

WHEREAS, energy production and use is a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, the municipal wastewater and drinking water treatment sector, on average, devotes approximately one third of its expenses to purchasing energy (estimated by the federal ENERGY STAR program at $4 billion each year in the U.S.); and

WHEREAS, the wastewater and drinking water treatment sector accounts for approximately 3 percent of the total U.S. electricity consumption, and generates approximately 45 million tons of greenhouse gas emissions annually; and

WHEREAS, the implementation of energy efficiency and conservation measures, as well as the production of clean energy on-site from renewable sources, including solar, wind, geothermal, and biogas combined heat and power systems, can reduce water utilities’ energy budgets, and improve emergency operational capabilities and system resiliency without compromising water quality; and

WHEREAS, water conservation and water system efficiency measures, including pipe replacement projects, reduction of infiltration and inflow into sewer treatment systems, low impact development (LID) techniques, and demand reduction strategies, can save water treatment demand and associated energy requirements; and

WHEREAS, the drinking water and clean water State Revolving Fund (SRF) programs are designed to ensure reliable public health and environmental protection for our future through investments in our drinking water and wastewater infrastructure systems; and

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) requires 20 percent of the appropriated funds for the SRFs be used for green infrastructure, energy efficiency, water efficiency, or other environmentally innovative activities, and the proposed fiscal year 2010 appropriations bills for the U.S. EPA contain similar SRF set-asides for green infrastructure and water and energy efficiency projects; and

WHEREAS, the definition of green infrastructure continues to evolve within the U.S. EPA. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF THE STATES:

Recognizes that the goal of the SRF is to achieve and maintain compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water Act;

Vigorously endorses state and federal action to encourage energy efficiency and on-site clean energy production in the water and wastewater treatment sector that will result in energy cost savings, enhanced system reliability, and important environmental benefits from reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions;

Strongly supports ongoing federal financial support for green infrastructure, including water conservation projects, energy efficiency measures, and on-site clean power generation projects, through the SRF programs, the ARRA funds and other appropriate financing mechanisms with the understanding that the allocation of funds towards green infrastructure projects should be prioritized by state agencies; 

Urges U.S. EPA to broadly define green infrastructure funding eligibility and to develop tools for states to use to quantify and evaluate benefits of various types of green infrastructure that take into account water conservation and energy efficiency; 

Urges U.S. EPA to promote energy efficiency, as well as water efficiency and conservation, through its wastewater and drinking water programs; and

Supports promoting the technical, managerial and financial benefits for wastewater and drinking water systems of benchmarking energy consumption using U.S. EPA’s ENERGY STAR performance rating system and using U.S. EPA’s guidance documents to systematically achieve energy savings (http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=guidelines.guidelines_index). 

