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Notes on Meeting of the ECOS Waste Committee
FINAL AGENDA

 ECOS Spring Meeting

Monday, March 23, 2009 – 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Salon BC
Hilton Old Town, Alexandria, Virginia
10:30 – 10:35 a.m. 
Welcome and Announcements, John Corra, Chair, ECOS Waste Committee, and Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
· Announcement of expiration of Chair’s term and search for successor
10:35 – 10:55 a.m.
Update by the U.S. EPA Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Barry N. Breen, Acting Assistant Administrator, U.S. EPA OSWER 

· Current activities
· Stimulus and other funding issues of interest to the states

· Response to state input on EPA’s 2009 – 2014 Strategic Plan

· Question-and-answer period (5-10 minutes)
Addressing the recently passed American Reinvestment and Recovery Act, Breen noted that OSWER handles three of the six stimulus areas (Superfund, Brownfields, and USTs). He said that while the largest amounts of stimulus funding are in the water program, these three areas are important in their own right. For example, there are still more than 100,000 USTs in need of cleanup nationwide. U.S. EPA recently announced the availability of $5 million for Brownfields training grants, and the agency hopes in the next few weeks to announce plans for the remainder of the Brownfields grants as well as funding in the other two areas. He believes that Superfund money will be obligated well ahead of the September 2010 deadline because many projects are already up and running.
In the area of Superfund, EPA is developing a green remediation strategy to look at ways to reduce energy consumption at remedial sites (i.e., the idea of using solar energy to run pumps is an attractive one, he suggested). Turning to RCRA, Breen said there is still much work to be done by EPA and the states on Vision 2020, and that release of a new draft is expected in about 1½ months. On the Resource Conservation Challenge, still less than 45% of Americans recycle at home, and there is a great deal of opportunity to save energy if regulators make it easier to recycle. Breen noted that EPA appreciated ECOS’ comments on the EPA 2009-2014 Strategic Plan, and senses that there is quite a bit of harmony in our approaches (i.e., in terms of tying waste activities to greenhouse gas savings). 
10:55 – 11:15 a.m.
Briefing on the Regulation of Coal Combustion Residuals, Matt Hale, Director, U.S. EPA Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery

· Possible U.S. EPA approaches 
· Question-and-answer period (5-10 minutes)

Hale reported that U.S. EPA is reconsidering its 2000 finding that federal regulation of coal combustion waste is not warranted. The TVA spill in December 2008 heightened interest in the management of waste as well as the stability of ponds and landfills around the country. EPA is moving aggressively by conducting assessments of dams and has sent requests for information on stability and related issues to more than 160 utilities with surface impoundments. Over the next several months, EPA engineering contractors will conduct site visits at these impoundments. According to Hale, ORCR has been working closely with states (especially ASTSWMO and the Association of State Dam Association Officials) and expects to wrap up the assessment phase in the next several months. 
On the regulatory front, EPA will develop a proposed regulation on surface impoundments and landfills by the end of 2009. Both RCRA C and D approaches are on the table, as is a hybrid option as proposed in the 1999 cement kiln dust rule. Hale acknowledged concerns raised by states with respect to a potential chilling effect of RCRA C or hybrid C-D regulation on beneficial reuse. One ECOS member noted that the TVA accident appears to be more of dam failure than a failure of a typical solid waste management facility. Hale responded that EPA is looking at distinctions between various types of facilities and added that agency is also investigating authorities under the Clean Water Act to address the issue. 
11:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Presentation on Beneficial Reuse of Coal Combustion Residuals and Other Industrial Materials: How States Can Make a Difference, led by Suzanne Bangert, Deputy Administrator, Division of Air & Waste Management, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(See Bangert PowerPoint presentation on Waste Committee webpage.) Bangert highlighted the advantages of state beneficial reuse programs: energy savings, water savings, and conservation of landfill space. Several states have had beneficial use programs in place for 20 years, and all of them aim to protect the environment and public health. In 2006, Wisconsin beneficially reused more than 80% of its coal. Unfortunately, regulatory processes can serve as a barrier either because they exist or do not exist, but in many cases there has been strong state-federal collaboration. According to Bangert, now is the time to take advantage of and promote beneficial reuse, and the Waste Committee should follow up on its coal combustion waste resolution by taking a closer look at both coal waste issues and the beneficial reuse issue. Committee Chair John Corra agreed that the committee needs to mull whether to reconsider its current resolution. 
11:30 – 11:45 a.m.
Update by the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials, Peggy Harris of California, President, ASTSWMO
· Coal combustion residuals regulation

· Other top priorities
· Question-and-answer period (5 minutes)

(See Zdanowicz PowerPoint presentation on Waste Committee webpage.) ASTSWMO Executive Director Mary Zdanowicz presented for Peggy Harris, who was unable to attend the session. Zdanowicz announced that the association’s Board in January 2009 formed a CCW Ad Hoc Workgroup to formulate recommendations to U.S. EPA on its fast-track regulation on coal combustion waste. Toward that end, ASTSWMO is updating a 2006-2007 survey it conducted on state CCW programs. Preliminary results show that a majority of responding states have regulatory programs in place. In fact, Zdanowicz said, data show that most states have implemented appropriate regulation of CCW. The workgroup is aiming to complete the survey update and submit comments to EPA by the end of the month. She noted that she has heard concerns from states associated with RCRA C regulation stifling beneficial reuse. 
11:45 – 11:50 a.m.
Discussion of Proposed Amendments and Vote on Sunsetting Resolution Entitled, “Principles of Product Stewardship,” led by Dick Pedersen of Oregon

In introducing the revised sunsetting resolution, Pedersen said that it supports a policy direction toward creating effective strategies for managing waste in partnerships (i.e., manufacturers, consumers, and regulators). The State of Oregon is already enjoying the fruits of such efforts. In 2006, only five states had product stewardship legislation, but today 22 states have laws or legislative proposals in place. Pederson said it was incumbent on ECOS members to signal their support of the principles of product stewardship. The membership then passed the resolution. 

11:50 a.m. – Noon
Discussion of March 24 Hill Visits, led by John Corra of Wyoming
Corra noted that a handful of committee members would meet the following day with the Staff Director to House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Nick Rahall (D-WV) to address ECOS positions on the regulation of coal combustion waste.  
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