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Resolution Number 09-2

Approved March 23, 2009

Alexandria, Virginia

As certified by

R. Steven Brown

Executive Director
MERCURY REDUCTION, STEWARDSHIP, AND RETIREMENT

WHEREAS, state environmental agencies, individually and collectively, have recognized mercury as a significant source of risk to human health and impairment to the nation’s environment due to its properties as a persistent, bio-accumulative toxic substance that impacts children’s health; and

WHEREAS, many states have mercury reduction and collection programs and laws designed to reduce unnecessary uses of mercury and limit mercury releases to the environment; and

WHEREAS, the use of mercury in the United States (U.S.) has decreased significantly, and the recycling of mercury continues to increase, resulting in a significant excess of commodity mercury beyond domestic demand; and 

WHEREAS, the global use and release of mercury significantly contributes to mercury impacts in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, mercury is a national and international concern because it is transported by air currents across political boundaries, and mercury exported by the U.S. returns to this country by atmospheric transport, through contaminated fish and in manufactured products; and

WHEREAS, ECOS has worked with the federal government on international issues since 2002 and has assisted the mercury partnership approach supported by the US and adopted by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in February 2005 as an initial approach to reducing mercury risks; and

WHEREAS, with leadership from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the U.S. State Department, UNEP Ministers unanimously decided in February 2009 to pursue an international mercury treaty to address global mercury pollution, use and storage; and

WHEREAS, the States, through the Quicksilver Caucus (QSC), have worked collaboratively, in partnership with U.S. EPA to jointly address sources of mercury pollution, mercury-added products, the management of excess commodity mercury in the U.S. and international mercury reduction efforts; and

WHEREAS, States through the QSC have researched, prepared, and shared documents that address many aspects of mercury use, markets, storage and pollution reduction; and  

WHEREAS, the Mercury Export Ban Act was signed into law in 2008.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

ECOS commends the U.S. House, Senate and Administration for adopting the Mercury Export Ban Act of 2008; 

ECOS commends the U.S. EPA and the U.S. State Department for supporting international mercury reduction efforts and for seeking state input into these efforts; 

ECOS requests that federal agencies responsible for implementing the Mercury Export Ban Act of 2008 consult with the states in the development of specific plans required under the Act to manage the retirement and long-term storage of excess mercury stocks and that these plans be in conformance with appropriate state and federal laws and regulations; 

ECOS requests that sufficient funding be made available to ensure the safety of excess commodity mercury retired and stored under the Mercury Export Ban Act; 

ECOS strongly encourages the federal government to provide resources sufficient to effectively implement and assess results of the international mercury partnerships and to further advance the development of global strategies, including an appropriate international treaty with mercury use and pollution reduction objectives commensurate with requirements in the U.S., to reduce mercury use and pollution; 

ECOS requests that the federal government involve the states in the development of an international mercury treaty; and

ECOS continues to request, support, and encourage the QSC to continue to work with U.S. EPA and other interested parties to advance efforts to reduce mercury pollution attributable to mercury-added products.

