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Attending States/Organizations:  Indiana, Missouri, Connecticut, Maine, South Carolina, Virginia, North Dakota, Nebraska, Virginia, Nevada, Arkansas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Delaware, Illinois, Georgia, ECOS, ASIWPCA

I. Welcome and Self-introductions – Tom Easterly (IN), Chair

II. Partnership Council of the Office of Water and States (PCOWS) – February meeting report

· Meeting Principals:  ECOS -Tom Easterly (Co-Chair), Mike Linder, Dave Paylor, Richard Opper, Doug Fine, Steve Brown

ASIWPCA - Tom Porta, Ellen Gilinsky, Linda Eichmiller 

ASDWA attendees - Jim Taft

EPA OW- Mike Shapiro (Co-Chair), Tom Wall, Tim Fontaine, Jim Hanlon, Cynthia Dougherty

· Agenda topics: Charter; Stimulus Update; 2009, 2010, 2011 budgets; NPM Guidance; 2009-2014 Strategic Plan; NPDES Lean Events; new consultation rules agenda, emerging policy issues

· Steve Brown is waiting for EPA to review the list he sent them of action items from the meeting.  Once complete, Steve will forward to PCOWS participants. 

· Tom E. highlighted the discussion regarding the federal budget cycle and the timing of ECOS meetings with EPA to provide input into the process. The next EPA budget that is not final - or substantially far along in the process - is FY2012.

· The Charter for PCOWS will be discussed and acted upon during the March 23 plenary session of the Water Committee at the 2009 ECOS Spring meeting.

III. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) – signed into law

· Waiting for SRF Guidance to be issued

· In addition to the stimulus funds, states will be receiving more SRF funds through the FY09 budget. The current Continuing Resolution expires March 6. Congress is expected to pass an omnibus bill before then that includes: $689 million for the CWSRF, $829 million for the DWSRF, $145 million for individual earmarked projects, $154 million for the Great Bodies of Water (Great Lakes, Puget Sound, Chesapeake Bay)

· Additionally, the bill directs EPA not to implement the NPDES permit fee rule or the monitoring set-aside.

IV. Agenda for March 23rd Meeting 

· Congressional speakers have not responded yet.

· States may want to submit SRF-related questions for Mr. Corcoran in advance of the meeting.  Lee G. will facilitate this through ECOSWIRE. 

V. National Aquatic Resource Survey – Andy Fisk (ME) 

· Report on meetings with USEPA and OMB – the recommendations are:

· Redesign National Monitoring Survey to build state capacity in monitoring and assessment
· Create assessment tools that build a valid national assessment of water quality

· Better incorporate state monitoring strategies in assessment of U.S. waters

· Eliminate mandate for state-scale probabilistic surveys

VI. Other Business – Tom Porta asked Tom E. to call Leo D. about the Vice-Chair position

VII. Next Meeting – March 23, Alexandria, VA
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