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Meeting of the ECOS Waste Committee
SESSION SUMMARY
2008 ECOS Annual Meeting

Monday, September 22, 2008 – 1:30 to 3:15 p.m.
Windsor Room, Chateau on the Lake Resort
Branson, Missouri
ECOS members endorsed a resolution (08-14, “The Regulation of Coal Combustion Products”) calling on U.S. EPA to conclude that federal regulation of coal combustion waste (CCW) disposal would create an additional level of oversight that would be duplicative of existing state regulatory programs. Instead, the states seek a collaborative dialogue with EPA to develop a national framework for the beneficial use of CCW. The resolution is available in the policy section of the ECOS website at www.ecos.org.
Members heard an update from Peggy Harris of California on activities of the Association of State and Territorial Waste Management Officials and from Susan Bodine, U.S. EPA Assistant Administrator for Solid Waste and Emergency Response, about pending EPA rules. Bodine indicated that EPA’s long awaited Definition of Solid Waste Rule has cleared the Office of Management and Budget and will be released within a few weeks, and Harris noted that ASTSMO will conduct a study to examine steps needed to implement the rule. Bodine centered her remarks on the benefits of waste management and recycling in terms of climate change savings. 

Kyra Moore, Chief of the Permit Section of the Missouri DNR’s Air Pollution Control Program, spoke about challenges and potential solutions concerning the regulation of biodiesel plants. There are 171 biodiesel plants in operation nationwide and some 78 under construction, and many smaller facilities may be flying “under the radar.” Glycerin emitted from these plants has led to two fish kills in Missouri. Possible solutions for handling glycerin include refining it to make it marketable, burning it for BTU value, composting it, and sending it to landfills or treatment facilities. Missouri has formed a task force of inspectors to provide compliance assistance and provided a webinar and other education on the proper use of glycerin and how to determine if it is a hazardous waste.

Waste Committee Vice Chair Jay Ringenberg of Nebraska announced that ECOS in August was awarded a five-year, $1 million cooperative agreement with EPA’s Office of Environmental Information on Toxics Release Inventory Outreach. Activities under the agreement include annual TRI national training conferences (which ECOS has co-sponsored in the past) and a new clearinghouse designed to increase interactions among non-federal stakeholders. Those interested in participating should contact Lia Parisien at lparisie@sso.org.
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