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State Grants Subgroup Update

September 2007

Representatives of the State Grants Subgroup under the ECOS-EPA Partnership and Performance Workgroup met in Denver, CO, on July 17th and 18th to discuss a number of issues of concern to the group.  Discussion topics and follow-up actions included:

· State Cost Review.  In March 2007, EPA issued new cost review guidance for awards made under 40 C.F.R. Part 35 Subpart A.  The purpose of this guidance is to provide consistency in the review of application budgets and to streamline the information required in the personnel and travel categories.  The guidance may be found at www.epa.gov/ogd/grants/states.htm
· Timeliness of State Grants.  EPA continues to address this issue in coordination with the Workgroup.  EPA’s Office of Grants and Debarment (OGD) convened an Agency-wide workgroup, which produced a detailed map of the funding and awards process under “ideal” and continuing resolution conditions.  OGD is in the process of evaluating comments received from the Agency’s Deputy Regional Administrators and Deputy Assistant Administrators on a proposal discussed at the July 17-18, 2007 Workgroup meeting to establish a goal for awarding a specific amount of available funds by a certain date.  Under the proposal, progress on achieving the goal would be tracked and reported to the Deputy Administrator.

· Frequency of Progress Reports.  At the July 11, 2007 meeting of EPA’s Grants Management Council, OGD indicated to the Agency’s National Program Managers that they had the lead on this issue and would need to make a determination whether there are justifiable programmatic reasons for requiring quarterly progress reports for categorical grants.  OGD has also informed the NPMs of the recommendation made by State representatives at the July 17-18, 2007 Workgroup meeting that progress reports should be required no more frequently than semi-annually unless there is a documented need for more frequent reporting.

· Competition Concerns.  OGD’s Grants Competition Advocate and the Office of Pollution, Pesticides and Toxic Substances are working with State representatives to address concerns about competition for Pollution Prevention State Grants.

· New MBE/WBE Rules.  EPA’s Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU) has new rules going into effect soon.  To explain these rules, OSDBU is holding a conference in Tampa, FL, from October 30th to November 1st.  State representatives are invited and encouraged to attend.  More information on the conference can be found at www.asballiance.com/events_details.asp?id=37
· Financial Reporting.  To address concerns over the frequency and duplication of interim financial reporting via the SF-269 (Financial Status Report) and SF-272 (Federal Cash Transaction Report), OGD will be issuing a memorandum to the Assistant Regional Administrators indicating that Regions should require interim Financial Status Reports no more frequently than annually (except in the case of high-risk/poor performing recipients) and Cash Transaction Reports only at the conclusion of the award funding period.

For More Information: Steve Higley, UT DEQ, (801) 536-4444, shigley@utah.gov or Karen Sherrill, EPA Region 7, (913) 551-7461, Sherrill.Karen@epamail.epa.gov
This publication was developed under Cooperative Agreement No. X5 83227101-2 awarded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  EPA made comments and suggestions on the document intended to improve the scientific analysis and technical accuracy of the document.  However, the views expressed in this document are those of ECOS and EPA does not endorse any products or commercial services mentioned in this publication.
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