Waste Committee Strategic Priorities and Messages
ECOS Priority #1 - Promote strong federal budget support for state agencies
· Federal funding for state work under CERCLA needs to be preserved.
· ECOS should ask for the 10% match on state CERCLA funds to be removed.
ECOS Priority #2 - Advocate the role of States as co-regulators and pursue oversight reform

· Work with EPA to address problems with RCRA program and state review framework.

· Ask EPA to complete their internal organizational study related to CERCLA and to share those results with the states.

· Work across state programs and with EPA to address issues with division of labor between OECA and the programs.

· Encourage more partnerships between states and regions on specific issues as these often produce good results.
ECOS Priority #3 - Champion burden reduction, flexibility, and streamlining processes to focus on environmental results
· Engage EPA in a Kaizen process for their oversight programs both for individual program and broadly across programs.

· Work with EPA to come to some agreement on what it means to call a program satisfactory or not and how that determination is reached.  NRC’s program and EPA’s process for the NEPA work of other federal agencies were both identified as programs to look at for possible models.  ECOS should help educate members on the NRC process.

ECOS Priority #4 - Advise on policy positions regarding national environmental issues
· Need to manage waste well – to do a good job with product stewardship, to not waste resources, and to not ship waste out of the country which creates problems around the world.

· Ties between greenhouse gas emissions and sustainability and waste programs – greenhouse gas emissions from landfills, effects of more recycling, how methods of site cleanup affect energy use, etc.

· With increased emphasis on use of nuclear energy, need to address high level and low level radioactive waste disposal issues.

ECOS Priority #5 - Seek and promote innovation
· Continue to get the word out on success stories possibly through a formal annual report on them so that states can learn from one another.
ECOS Priority #6 - Review proposed EPA regulations and policies

Other

· Encourage EPA Regions to take time to connect with trade organizations in their states to gain a better understanding of issues.

