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ECOS Air Committee

Strategic Priorities and Messages

February 1, 2008
ECOS Priority #1 – Promote strong federal budget support for state agencies

· Fully fund air programs, including support for the Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs).
· Seek additional grant funding when new state responsibilities are added.
· Commit to additional funding for air research (including funding for Quality Assurance Project Plans to help ensure quality data for use by states).

· Funding augmentations should not be at the expense of existing state grants.
· Seek out grant funding to support ECOS work on reviewing USEPA regulations and policies, and to address Clean Air Act workload issues (this funding should not come from funding that the states receive).
ECOS Priority #2 – Advocate the role of States as co-regulators and pursue oversight reform

· Recognize and stress the importance of the work states do on basic federal programs.
· Have USEPA recognize priorities rather than push new initiatives added on to existing work.
· States should always retain the right to go beyond federal environmental requirements.
ECOS Priority #3 – Champion burden reduction, flexibility and streamlining processes to focus on environmental results

· See ECOS Priority #2 above with respect to prioritization and the ability to exceed federal law.
· USEPA should encourage the development of integrated multi-pollutant state implementation plans (SIPs)
· ECOS should consider the need for federal legislation to recognize and encourage integrated multi-pollutant approaches.

ECOS Priority #4 – Advise on policy positions regarding national environmental issues 
· There are many substantial issues where states need to play a role including:

· Climate Change

· Integrated, multi-pollutant planning and regulation
· Sustainable energy policy, including renewables to achieve clean air, instead of relying on after-the-fact controls

· Transportation, including multi-modal infrastructure in urban areas to relieve traffic congestion and improve air quality.
· In addition, states need to have a substantial role in consultation on rulemakings and guidances, including implementation, especially on major rules.

· Regional multi-state nonattainment areas and studies.
· USEPA should encourage the development of sustainable energy policies.

ECOS Priority #5 – Seek and promote innovation 

· Encourage and facilitate work on integrated multi-pollutant SIPs and multi-pollutant emission control regulations.
· Re-establish a commitment to research funding.

· States must always maintain the ability to go beyond federal environmental requirements.

ECOS Priority #6 – Review proposed EPA regulations and policies

· States need to have a substantial role in consultation on rulemakings and guidances, especially on major rules.

· Work closely with sister media associations to ensure that positions are fully evaluated.
· There is particular interest in those issues set out in ECOS Priority #4 above.

· As set forth in ECOS Priority #1 above, States and ECOS will need support from USEPA.

