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· Steve Thompson, Oklahoma DEQ, started the session and welcomed those in attendance.

Overview of the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission (IOGCC) 

· Bill Sydow, Nebraska OGCC, provided a brief history of the IOGCC and provided information on the structure of the organization.  

· Bill also talked about some of the recent documents that the IOGCC has published.

Overview of Responsibilities of Oil and Gas Regulators

· Bill Sydow stated that all states have some sort of oil and gas program and that sometimes this is part of the DEQ or DNR and other times it is a stand alone agency.

· There is model legislation available on establishing a state oil and gas commission for states that want to create a stand alone agency.

· Oil and gas regulators perform a variety of functions including permitting wells, regulating class 2 wells, and collecting fees.

Region 8 Air Initiative 

· Bill Sydow stated that from the oil and gas regulators perspective the region 8 air initiative appeared to be driven by EPA, not the states.
· He stated that the oil and gas regulators were never invited to meetings on this initiative.
· He stated that this was an example of why the IOGCC would like to see increased linkage between oil and gas commissions and state environmental agencies.
Carbon Sequestration

· John Corra, Wyoming DEQ, stated he thought there needed to be some leadership and coordination on issues related to carbon sequestration and similar issues.  He hopes the forum can come together to have impact on these and other national issues.

· John posed a series of questions about carbon sequestration including EPA work related to carbon sequestration guidance and regulation.  None of the EPA staff in attendance was able to speak on this issue.

Other Business

· Robbie Roberts, EPA, stated that the main accomplishment of the IOGCC-EPA MOU is that each side now understands the other better.  He stated that there was a need to communicate more on oil and gas issues between EPA, state environmental agencies, oil and gas commissions, and other federal agencies.

· The agenda for the next meeting of the forum was discussed.  Two major items were identified:

· EPA presentation on their work on regulations and guidance related to carbon sequestration/injection.

· State presentations on how they coordinate across agencies on permitting related to oil and gas production.

