Notes on the ECOS Waste Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 15, 2008
2:00 - 3:45 p.m.

New Orleans, Louisiana
Welcome and introductions, John Corra of Wyoming

Discussion and vote on a proposed resolution on lead-free wheel weights, David Littell of Maine
· Following an overview of the issue of lead wheel weights degrading near roads, Littell discussed steps taken in Maine to address the problem. He introduced a resolution in support of U.S. EPA’s voluntary stakeholder dialogue on the issue and recommending that the agency ban the sale and installation of lead wheel weights in the U.S. by 2011. 

· ECOS members briefly discussed the resolution, addressing the target year and why ECOS had narrowed its focus to lead wheel weights. They proceeded to adopt the resolution unanimously. 

· Per the terms of the resolution, it will be transmitted to U.S. EPA, the Department of Commerce, the Department of Defense, and the General Service Administration.

Discussion of a proposed resolution on the regulation of coal combustion products, Steve Thompson of Oklahoma
· Thompson brought before the committee a late-breaking resolution in support of U.S. EPA’s earlier determination that coal combustion waste (CCW) does not warrant regulation as hazardous waste under Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) subtitle C. The resolution calls on the agency to conclude in its pending review that additional federal CCW disposal regulations would be duplicative of most state programs and are unnecessary.

· Rather than take up the resolution, the ECOS membership voted to review a letter to U.S. EPA to be drafted by Thompson. The letter will seek information on the agency’s timeframe and will discuss states’ concerns.

Presentation on state challenges and solutions concerning landfills, John Corra of Wyoming and Jennifer Roberts of Alaska 

· Corra yielded his time to Roberts in light of time constraints at the meeting.

· Roberts shared a PowerPoint presentation on climate change-induced erosion at federal agency hazardous waste disposal sights in Alaska which is causing discharge of wastes to land and waters. The erosion has resulted from a reduction in sea ice which previously protected coastal areas from storms. 
· Roberts noted that the Governor of Alaska has established a new sub-cabinet on climate change and that the Department of Environmental Conservation is working with other agencies to seek cooperative solutions to avoid potential enforcement actions.
Discussion of issues pertaining to Defense-State Memoranda of Agreement (DSMOA), Steve Brown of ECOS
· Brown noted that the National Governors Association (NGA) recently passed an updated policy position which, like ECOS’ resolution on DSMOA, supports legislative changes to prohibit the Department of Defense (DOD) from withholding DSMOA funds when states exercise their enforcement authority over DOD environmental cleanups. 
· Brown indicated that ECOS, the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials, and NGA have been meeting on the issue and recently identified at least one member of Congress who is likely to assist. The groups also have met with DOD staff to discuss issues on which they could meet jointly with Congress, although “nothing is imminent.”

· Staff Note: Future discussions of DSMOA will be taken up by the Cross-Media Committee, as purview of the ECOS-DOD Sustainability Workgroup and ECOS Federal Facilities Forum has been transferred from the Waste Committee. 
Update by the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials, Mike Savage of Ohio


Among Savage’s updates were the following:

· ASTSWMO has worked with U.S. EPA to develop a list of pending EPA-state memoranda of agreement (MOAs). EPA transmitted a draft MOA process memo to ASTSWMO for comment in early April; ASTSWMO will continue to support those states seeking MOAs with EPA. 

· U.S. EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance requested ASTSWMO’s assistance in reviewing the RCRA portion of the State Review Framework, and ASTSWMO has moderated a number of calls with 35 states.
· An e-recycling concept paper initiated by congressional staff targets the regulation and management of electronic devices with screens. State concerns include unfunded or under-funded mandates and restrictions on states’ authority to be more stringent than the federal government.
· U.S. EPA’s RCRA definition of solid waste rule is expected in July 2008.
· The President’s FY 2009 budget proposal for tanks programs contains $13.3 million less than the FY08 appropriation.

Update by the U.S. EPA Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Matt Hale of OSWER
· Hale briefed the committee on a focused state and U.S. EPA effort, the 2020 Vision, geared toward creating a roadmap to guide regulators from waste management toward sustainable materials management and the goals of the 2002 document Beyond RCRA.

· Asked about the status of a possible new U.S. EPA rule on the disposal of coal combustion waste, Hale indicated that the agency is indeed reviewing the matter but that no action is imminent.

Wrap-up and adjourn, John Corra of Wyoming
· Corra noted that an ECOS letter in support of increased funding under a pending Brownfields reauthorization bill will be drafted by ECOS staff and distributed to committee members for review. 
