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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Wednesday, March 12, 2008 
States Increase Environmental Spending Amid Decline in Federal Support
In a study being released today, the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS) presents spending data showing that the states have upheld their obligation to fund environmental programs even as the federal contribution has declined. During the period of the study (2005-2008), state spending on the environment is expected to nearly double, while federal appropriations will have decreased by about $650 million. 

“At a time when states must implement about 40 new federal environmental rules a year, one would expect that federal support would be on the rise,” says ECOS Executive Director R. Steven Brown, the study’s author. “Yet federal funds now average only about 23% of the source of all state environmental agency funds, a significant cut from 39% in FY2005.” The study suggests that the federal government is decoupling issuance of environmental rules from the cost of their implementation, by gradually transferring the cost of federal environmental rules to the states.
According to regulatory environmental agency data received from 49 states, state spending from general funds has increased slightly during the study period while expenditures from other funds – such as permit fees, bonds, and state trust funds – have doubled. Moreover, state spending on the environment kept pace with inflationary pressures, except in 2007. “Those states able to acquire alternate funding sources (such as increased permit fees) will be able to continue implementing new federal rules, while other states will be faced with progressively more difficult implementation pressures,” the study concludes.

States conduct most of the nation’s environmental protection work on behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The environmental agency in each state reviews and issues permits, conducts inspections and monitoring, and undertakes enforcement. States now operate 96% of the federal programs that are delegable to them, such as the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, and the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

ECOS is the national non-profit, non-partisan association of state and territorial environmental commissioners. A copy of the association’s report is attached, along with an appendix containing actual state-by-state spending data for FY2005-2007 and projected data for FY2008.
