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Water & Ecosystems Committee Notes

September 17, 2007

ECOS Annual Meeting

Sun Valley, ID
I.
Open Discussion with Ephraim King, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  

Mr. King provided an overview of the following issues.

· Monitoring Initiative 

· Impact of Climate Change on Water Quality Program

· Office of Water is in final stages of developing a draft strategy (USEPA would like input from ECOS and ASIWPCA on draft strategy).  Expected in October 2007.

· Vessel Discharges and 9th Circuit Court and NPDES Permitting

· Rapanos Decision

· Guidance issued in June

· USEPA is taking public comment on implementation of guidance until December 5th

· NPDES Permit Fee Rule

· Expect final rule in Winter 2008

· Drinking Water

· Copper Rule

· Total Coliform Rule FACA

· Contaminant Candidate List

· Determine status of perchlorate by end of year

· Q&A

· 106  set asides (how many more expected in future?)

· USEPA consideration of ICIS cost impact to states  (roughly 20% increase)

· 316(b)

· Probabilistic monitoring

II.
Green Infrastructure Resolution

The Committee passed the “Supporting Green Infrastructure” resolution.  

IV. Committee Leadership

The ECOS President appointed Amey Marrella (CT) as the new Chair of the ECOS Water & Ecosystems Committee.  The Committee elected Tom Easterly (IN) as Vice Chair.

V.  ASIWPCA and ASDWA Updates

ASIWPCA’s focus areas:

· Reauthorization of SRF

· CWA Jurisdiction

· Pathogens and nutrients

· Integration between standards, monitoring, etc.

· Litigation (tracking)

· Streamlining 

· 303(d) listing process

· General permitting process 

ASDWA’s focus areas:

· Public health protection

· Security

· Capacity Development

VI.  Presentation:  Connecticut’s Nitrogen Credit Exchange – An Incentive-based Water Quality Trading Program
PAGE  
2

