Federal Facilities Forum 

and 

ECOS-DoD Sustainability Work Group Notes

2006 Annual Meeting

Sunday, August 27, 2006, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

Benson Hotel in Portland, Oregon
Welcome – Alex Beehler, DoD, and David Paylor, VA DEQ

Update from DoD – Alex Beehler

· To help the Munitions Response Committee move forward with their work, DoD has been working to pull together higher-level people to make decisions.

· DoD has been participating with EPA, Department of the Interior, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the US Department of Agriculture in 30 listening sessions around the country related to cooperative conservation.

DoD’s Work on Emerging Contaminants - Shannon Cunniff, DoD

· DoD has developed a strategy for addressing emerging contaminants.  As part of this strategy, DoD scans literature to create a watch list of contaminants that may be of interest and then narrows that list down to an action list of contaminants that have probably mission or budget impacts.

· There are currently three emerging contaminants on the action list: perchlorate, royal demolition explosive (RDX)/cyclotrimethylenetrinitramine, and trichloroethylene (TCE). 

· DoD is working with the states on emerging contaminants issues through the Emerging Contaminants Task Group of the ECOS-DoD Sustainability Work Group.

Update on Southeast Regional Partnership on Planning and Sustainability - Bill Ross, NC DENR

· The partnership, which was started in 2005, includes five states, the Department of Defense, the four services, and the Southeast Natural Resources Leadership Group.  

· Using a good GIS map and looking for opportunities for mutual and multiple benefits, four projects have been identified for implementation by the partnership.  These are:

· Sustaining the lands of the longleaf pine

· An Alabama-Florida-Georgia military conservation partnership

· A southeastern network of working landscapes

· Marine coastal bio-region mapping and stakeholder inventory

DoD’s Outreach Efforts - Jan Larkin, DoD

· DoD has been working with a semi-formal outreach group that includes representatives from many of the NGOs that DoD works with including ECOS, NGA, NAAG, ICMA, and NCSL.  The group exchanges information on various DoD- related activities they are pursuing.  Jan will work with Mike Murphy, VA DEQ, to continue this group.

· DoD has worked with several NGOs to create a set of primers for their staff on interacting other government entities.  Two of those primers, one on working with local governments and one on working with state legislators, are currently available and several more should be available soon.  

Report on the Activities of the ECOS-DoD Sustainability Work Group 
· This fall the work group will hold a conference titled, Forum for a Sustainable Future, in San Diego.  Some funding assistance will be available for state representatives to travel to the conference.

· The Compatible Use and Sustainability task group initially looked at encroachment issues and created a presentation and primer on encroachment.  The group’s focus has grown to include discussion of EMS’s including the Virginia Regional Environmental Management System (V-REMS).  Handouts on some of V-REMS actions were made available.

· The Emerging Contaminants task group has followed up their forum on emerging contaminants last year by creating a survey that is being distributed to states at this meeting and drafting several white papers on specific emerging contaminant issues.  A draft of the DoD/State Risk Communication for Emerging Contaminants Issue Paper was made available to people attending the session.

· The Land Use Controls task group has continued to look at ways to issues related to land use controls including tracking systems.
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