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Resolution Number 06-9

Approved August 29, 2006

Portland, Oregon

Reaffirmed

September 21, 2009

Whitefish, Montana

As certified by

R .Steven Brown

Executive Director

NATIONAL TRAINING STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION AND FUNDING

WHEREAS, local, state and federal air quality professionals require a strong training program in order to develop the knowledge, skills and abilities to effectively contribute to attaining and maintaining healthy air quality, to quickly learn new job responsibilities and to maintain, enhance and update skills in their existing areas of responsibility; and

WHEREAS, local, state and federal officials, especially those United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) staff working in the regional offices, should receive training in a consistent and uniform manner; and

WHEREAS, turnover in staff at local, state and federal agencies has reached such levels that adequate training opportunities are critically needed by local, state and federal agencies; and

WHEREAS, while the Clean Air Act (section 103(b)) expressly requires EPA to provide training for local and state air quality professionals, and, for a variety of reasons, the agency’s efforts have not been sufficient to fulfill this responsibility; and

WHEREAS, to fill this gap, local and state agencies have consistently and overwhelmingly voted to subsidize nationwide training activities out of their section 105 grants; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the need for a national approach to training, the National Association of Clean Air Agencies (NACAA) and EPA have worked cooperatively and collaboratively and officially endorsed (March 2006) the “National Training Strategy For Clean Air Officials” (National Training Strategy), and have agreed to update it, where necessary; and

WHEREAS, this “National Training Strategy” listed the following goals for a national training program: 1) understand the training needs of local, state and federal air quality officials on an ongoing basis; 2) provides training opportunities that meet the needs of local, state and federal air quality professionals utilizing effective and cost-efficient training methods; 3) utilizes course materials that are up to date, complete and easy to use; 4) ensures that training provided to local, state and federal officials is effective by using instructors who are recognized subject matter experts, communicate clearly and are effective teachers; and 5) enhances the delivery of training through the use of existing, new and emerging technologies where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, a major issue to be resolved is how to fund the critical need for updating existing and developing necessary new training courses. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF

STATES:

Hereby endorses the concepts and proposals outlined in the “National Training Strategy For

Clean Air Officials”; 

Expects EPA to explore all available mechanisms for funding in fulfill its statutory obligation to provide training for state and local air officials on an ongoing basis. Suggested mechanisms include additional Congressional appropriations as well as redirection of non-State and Tribal

Assistant Grants (STAG) funds within EPA’s budget; 

Recognizes that the issue of securing funding for the immediate update of existing training courses and development of new courses, as outlined in the National Training Strategy, is critical, and funds to make these updates should be located as soon as possible; 

Supports NACAA’s efforts to obtain funding for this project through solicitation of a variety of sources, including foundations and specialized grants, and agrees to work with them in this effort if both organizations find it appropriate to do so; and

Urges EPA to assist its state and local agency air partners by providing timely and comprehensive training on air topics that will assist in building capacity among government partners for effective implementation of national air programs and achieving our mutual goal of attaining and maintaining air quality that protects and enhances public health and welfare.
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