Land Use Controls Task Group Meeting

June 14-16, 2006

Summary of Discussion:

Resolution Concerning UECA

The Task Group opened the meeting by discussing the status of the draft resolution concerning UECA that went before the ECOS commissioners at the ECOS Spring Meeting.  The resolution was distributed to the commissioners over email.  The electronic vote yielded 16 positive responses, but quorum was not reached.  As a result, the resolution will now be addressed by the ECOS Waste Committee.  The Task Group discussed drafting a letter to the ECOS Waste Committee urging discussion and a vote on the resolution.  This letter was approved as an action item.
ASTSWMO’s UECA Fact Sheet

In April, ASTSWMO’s Board of Directors approved a draft fact sheet to address the UECA issue and determine how the model law affects the states, addressing benefits and potential policy problems.  At the time of the Task Group meeting, the draft had been revised again, and was scheduled to be distributed to the states in July.

The Task Group is investigating whether or not the Department of Defense will have an opportunity to address the draft, and plans to request a comment opportunity from ASTSWMO.

April 4, 2006 Institutional Control Roundtable
The Task Group received a report on what occurred at the roundtable from those that had attended.  The Task Group agreed to post a summary documenting the roundtable on the Task Group Website, as well as posting a copy of EPA’s Enforcement Tools Document presented at the roundtable.
Navy LUC Tracker 

Navy Representatives presented a description of the Navy’s new Land Use Control Tracker, which provides a system for LUC maintenance and inspection information.  The Task Group requested information on the availability of the architecture underpinning the tracker to the states.  The Task Group agreed to post the presentation on the Task Group website.
Google Earth
USEPA has been working with Google Earth to provide clean-up site information online through the Google Earth mapping service.  The Task Group received a presentation on the project.  The Task Group would like ECOS to urge states to participate in submitting data to populate Google Earth with site information for known cleanup areas.  Consequently, the Task Group will report out to the August ECOS Annual Meeting at the Environmental Forum and demonstrate the project for the Waste Committee.

ICMA LUC WebRing
ICMA has been maintaining a web ring of websites that discuss Land Use Control.  The Task Group agreed to put a link on the ECOS website, and urge states to do so.

EPA Life Cycle Cost Guidance

The EPA has been developing life cycle cost guidance.  Currently they are taking comments from EPA Superfund and Cross Program workgroups.  Other federal agencies will be permitted to comment by Fall 2006 and state agencies by 2007.  EPA requested that the Task Group identify experts at DoD and in the states who can appropriately comment on the draft guidance.
