Draft Concept Paper
ECOS/DOD Sustainability Workgroup Forum on Sustainability
Background
The ECOS/DoD Sustainability Workgroup hosted a forum November 2-3 in San Diego, California, to develop and prioritize action items for addressing emerging contaminants in groundwater.  The forum, which involved state and federal stakeholders, laid the foundation for further development of a cooperative process by which emerging contaminants can be more effectively addressed by all stakeholders in the future.  

Paramount among the priorities identified, and receiving particular support from representatives of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), was an action item related to the creation of a broad pollution prevention policy:  
The ECOS/DoD Sustainability Workgroup should develop a resolution and champion a broad policy of pollution prevention regarding emerging contaminants by: 
· supporting the investigation of life cycle analysis for compounds
· identifying methodologies for life cycle analysis
· identifying, evaluating, and recommending best management practices

Proposal 
Recognizing that the concept of pollution prevention can be used to address a broader range of environmental issues than just emerging contaminants, ECOS/DoD Sustainability Workgroup Co-Chair and Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Chief of Staff Jon Sandoval proposed to convene a forum of state and federal stakeholders, similar to that held regarding emerging contaminants in groundwater.  The goal of the forum will be to identify successful practices and obstacles to proactive environmental stewardship, focusing on broader sustainability  and pollution prevention strategies.  
Objectives 

The ECOS/DoD Forum for a Sustainable Future will initiate a productive and collaborative dialogue between stakeholders within DoD, U.S. EPA, state and federal regulatory agencies, Congress, relevant associations of state and local officials, and non-government and industry representatives.  The forum participants will develop a strategy to promote an environmentally sustainable Department of Defense, and recommend specific action steps to be undertaken by regulatory agencies and the regulated community.  Goals of the forum include:

         Identifying and advancing core principles and practices of successful sustainability programs.
         Identifying obstacles to sustainability at all levels of operation. 

        Supporting the Department of Defense in continuing to move beyond compliance 
Logistics 

The forum will be  held the first week of November.  The proposed agenda starts on Wednesday, November 1, and ends in the afternoon on Thursday, November 2.  The meeting space requirements will be one ballroom accommodating 200 people, and breakout rooms accommodating 75 people each.  A steering committee, to be led by the co-chairs of the ECOS/DoD Sustainability Workgroup’s Compatible Use & Sustainability Task Group and to include appointed representatives of the U,S. EPA and other stakeholders, will be created to develop an agenda, seek stakeholder participation, and arrange the logistics for the forum.  Existing Stateside Associates contracting support will be used for planning, management, and on-site support of the forum (Stateside/Army Environmental Center Contract Stateside contract W912DR-05-F-0345).
