Profile of Military-Focused Initiatives

International City/County Management Association (ICMA)
ICMA President Michael Willis, General Manager of the Blue Mountains City Council in New South Wales, Australia, has identified sustainability as a priority for his term.  In addition to ICMA’s continuing work with the Department of Defense, topics surrounding the broad theme of sustainability have already received attention during ICMA’s Restoration conference and will receive further attention in two additional meetings this year.

Restoration 2006:  Restoring Communities, Regional Economies, Jobs and Services was held in May in New Orleans, Louisiana.  The role of the military in supporting long-term recovery following disasters was discussed, as were issues including local government adoption of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards and plumbing standards.  It is anticipated that the conference will be held again next year and sustainability issues will again be incorporated.
ICMA will hold its Annual Conference September 10-13 in San Antonio/Bexar County, Texas.  The theme for the conference is “Healthy Communities:  Texas-Style.”  Programming will be held at the meeting to assist localities that have gained in the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process as well as those who have lost and will be seeking to redevelop military facilities.  ICMA is also soliciting ideas for programming at its Brownfields conference regarding state sustainability initiatives.  The conference will be held November 13-15 in Boston, Massachusetts.  
