Profile of Military-Focused Initiatives

National Governors Association (NGA)
NGA released two fact sheets in January in the wake of a 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process that has placed new financial strains on state and local governments.  The first, a “Fact Sheet on Financing Military Installation Development,” can be accessed at http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/0601FACTMILREDEVELOP.pdf.  The paper provides information for communities seeking to redevelop surplus property at closed or realigned military installations and emphasizes the importance of securing financial assistance and creating diversified financing mechanisms.  The second fact sheet, “on Financing Mission Growth,” can be accessed at http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/0601FACTMILGROWTH.pdf.  This paper offers information for host communities anticipating an increase in operations at a military installation as a result of the BRAC process.  The fact sheet encourages communities to procure solid information on the size and timing of the direct military changes, adequate funding to address community enhancements – such as widened roads and expanded public school facilities.
NGA followed the release of the two BRAC fact sheets in February with the release of an issue brief regarding “Planning Tools and Policies to Encourage Compatible Development near Military Installations.”  This paper more generally lays out the “tool box” available to communities for preventing encroachment surrounding military facilities.  Approaches included range from comprehensive planning and zoning code to overlay districts, height limitations, real estate disclosures, conservation partnerships, and accident and noise potential zone maps.  
