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Meeting Summary:
Dr. Jim Hartman of the U.S. Army Northern Region Environmental Office convened the meeting by allowing time for question and answer with Adam Saslow of Consensus Solutions regarding the West Virginia presentation February 9.  Adam offered his contact information for any one wishing to follow up with him and the task group agreed to make the presentation available on the ECOS website.
Ed Pinero of the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive provided an update regarding federal sustainability initiatives.  Ed’s office convened an initial meeting January 30 of federal agencies involved in sustainability efforts.  At the meeting, the agencies reviewed the broad spectrum of efforts being undertaken at the federal level.  Mr. Pinero also made reference to a Committee in Alaska which had entered into a statement of cooperation.  He highlighted this initiative and indicated that the task group should explore other such partnerships that exist between military facilities and state agencies.  
Bob Mueller of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and Co-chair of the Interstate Technology & Regulatory Council (ITRC) made a presentation to the group regarding the ITRC mission and ways the ITRC could partner with the work group to provide information and training.  Dr. Hartman commented on the possibility of creating a sustainability team under the ITRC organizational structure and solicited projects that would fall under the scope of such a team.  Bob Mueller indicated that the ITRC will hold a conference in May with a sustainability track, which may include training regarding “green” technologies.
Jon Sandoval of the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality and Co-Chair of the ECOS and DoD Sustainability Workgroup again addressed the task group with regard to its charge for the proposed forum on sustainability in November.  The forum concept was born of the November, 2005 forum on emerging contaminants in groundwater and an action item supporting the development of a broad policy on pollution prevention.  The suggestion was made, and the task group agreed that the forum should more broadly encompass issues related to sustainability and not just pollution prevention.  The charge issued to the task group was threefold:
1.) to build an agenda for the forum

2.) to hone and develop a message for the forum

3.) to determine the appropriate audience for the forum and coordinate the logistics

It was agreed that Jon Sandoval would pitch the forum concept to ECOS at the upcoming Spring Meeting.  Allison Bruno of the U.S. Army Environmental Center clarified that Stateside Associates has been secured again as the coordinating contractor for the forum and that a location has been secured in San Diego for the first week of November.  The forum will need to be invitation only due to space limitations and the Office of the Secretary of Defense has made funding available to cover state travel costs where necessary.  

Kathy Hart of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) provided an overview of the Emerging Contaminants Task Group’s February 9 meeting and the issue paper developed by the task group.  She pointed out the need to educate regarding the value of pollution prevention/risk assessment programs, the efficacy of pursuing parallel paths of reviewing how pollutants came to be and how they can be prevented during remediation, and the variation in state organizational structures regarding how pollution prevention is incorporated into an agency’s mission and activities.  Jon Sandoval indicated that some of this information exists and has been compiled by the National Pollution Prevention Roundtable and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
George Carellas of the U.S. Army’s Southern Region Environmental Office recalled a presentation delivered at the 2005 ECOS Annual Meeting by a U.S. EPA representative reflecting the agency’s desire to move towards a sustainability model, referencing the U.S. Army’s recently adopted environmental strategy.  This message, he contended, acts as a catalyst for the work group to take action and a terrific endorsement of the need for such a forum.  He also noted that the proposed timing of the forum was optimal, following on the National Environmental Partnership Summit to be held in May which will lay the foundation for the issue and for the endorsement of specific principles regarding sustainability programs in the states.  Dr. Hartman built on this suggest, indicating that an ECOS resolution regarding sustainability could be one possible outcome of such a forum.  
Action Items:

· The task group agreed to make the West Virginia presentation available on the ECOS website along with contact information for Adam Saslow for any one wishing to follow up with him after the meeting.
· The task group agreed to circulate a 2-page memo and list of tasks to be addressed by the group of federal agencies convened January 30 in addition to thumbnail sketches of sustainability initiatives of the various participating groups of state and local officials.  
· The task group agreed to distribute copies of the issue paper regarding pollution prevention once it is finalized by the Emerging Contaminants Task Group.
· George Carellas agreed to carve out space in the agenda of the National Environmental Partnership Summit in May to tee off the proposed sustainability forum.
· Marybeth Brenner agreed to contact the Natural Resources Leadership Council of the States (NRLCS) to solicit their involvement in the proposed sustainability forum.
