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Meeting Summary:
Marybeth Brenner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection convened the meeting of the Compatible Use & Sustainability Task Group by reviewing the agenda.  Following introductions, Marybeth and Dr. Jim Hartman of the U.S. Army Northern Region Environmental Office provided an update regarding the customizable briefing that was developed by the task group to address encroachment surrounding military facilities.  Dr. Hartman and George Carellas of the U.S. Army Southern Region Environmental Office acknowledged the early successes of the briefing, particularly as a “team building” for members of the task group.  A request was made by Tara Butler of the National Governors Association to make the briefing available online and Dr. Hartman agreed to work with Carolyn Hanson from ECOS to post the briefing on the ECOS website along with feedback from past presentations.  Marybeth Brenner circulated a draft outline for the primer document to accompany the briefing and solicited feedback from the group.  
Attending representatives of the various associations of state and local officials were given the opportunity to update the task group regarding their respective organizations’ initiatives addressing sustainability.  Tara Butler of the National Governors Association (NGA) highlighted some of the NGA’s work in preparing numerous issue briefs, including a compatible land use guide and accompanying issue brief that serves as an executive summary for the 500+ page document.  NGA is also continuing its efforts regarding encroachment prevention following the latest base realignment and closure and is working with the Department of Defense to develop an issue brief regarding “transformation.”  James Davenport of the National Association of Counties (NACo) updated the task group with regard to the development of a land use training program involving the six counties surrounding Fort Stewart in Georgia.  Jacen McMillen of the International City/County Management Association (ICMA) updated the task group with regard to his organization’s initiatives.  ICMA has developed a set of primer documents geared towards local governments, military installations and land use planning.  They are currently awaiting final sign-off and will be distributed once approved.  ICMA is also participating in a professional development program for IMA deputies.  The training will provide guidance to installation managers regarding growth and realignment.  
Marybeth Brenner indicated a desire that the task group serve as a repository for this type of information suggested that the task group should pull together thumbnail sketches of what is being done by each of the various groups of state and local officials.  Amy Storm of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency expressed that the Office of Economic Assistance should be involved in the task group and that this effort could represent a good opportunity to involve them.  
Representatives of Virginia, North Carolina, and Maryland gave informal presentations regarding their states’ sustainability programs, followed by a formal presentation by West Virginia.  Afterwards, Jon Sandoval of the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality and Co-chair of the ECOS and DoD Sustainability Workgroup joined the session to discuss the proposed sustainability forum, which would be the subject of the task group’s discussions the following day.  
Action Items:

· The task group agreed to post the materials from its meeting on the ECOS website
· The task group agreed to electronically distribute a copy of the customizable briefing and draft outline for the accompanying primer document for comment and feedback
· The task group agreed to distribute information regarding registration for the Office of Economic Assistance’s Base Reuse and Implementation Manual (BRIM) forum in early May
· The task group agreed to pull together thumbnail sketches from each of the various participating groups of state and local officials and the office of the Federal Environmental Executive and post them on the ECOS website.  
