Integration Pilots: Improving Air Quality through Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy Technologies    8-26-04

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), in partnership with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and a number of state-based organizations, is sponsoring a pilot initiative to demonstrate how state energy and environment officials can work together on energy efficiency and renewable energy (EERE) technologies and policies that improve air quality while addressing energy goals. 
What is the initiative?

The DOE’s regional offices, along with their partner organizations, will provide technical assistance to four selected state or multi-state pilot initiatives to: 



1) Support the application and use of EERE technologies; 

2) Evaluate state policies/programs that can achieve reduction or prevention of air emissions and 
determine how those policies/programs can benefit from EERE technologies; and, 

3) Quantify or verify the resulting air quality, energy and economic benefits. 

Who is eligible?
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States or groups of states within DOE’s Central, Southeast, Mid-Atlantic and Midwest Regions (see map) which encompass EPA Regions 2 through 8. At least one pilot initiative per region will be selected.  Preference will be given to states with air quality challenges and a commitment to collaboration between their energy and environmental agencies.

What type of assistance is available for the pilot initiatives?

Tailored technical assistance will be provided from experts at DOE, EPA, NREL and other partners.
Examples of technical assistance available from partners include:

· DOE regional offices

· information and assistance in using partnerships, funding and technical assistance from EERE programs; short-term assistance from national laboratories (TAP)

· EPA

·  technical forums; information on new guidances; voluntary energy-related programs

· National Renewable Energy Laboratory

· help pilot states quantify emission reductions; RE resource evaluation; technical assistance on EERE technology options; information on best practices used in other areas

· Global Environment and Technology Foundation

· technical assistance and significant experience base to share with pilot states

· National Association of State Energy Officials

· help facilitate communication and collaboration between state energy offices and all other involved stakeholders; share best practices, case studies, model programs, etc.; targeted technical assistance as requested by pilot states

· Environmental Council of States

· Network and peer-exchange with other states; access to website; help in accessing key partners

  DOE and its partners will work with pilot states to obtain additional technical and financial assistance where needed from DOE’s and EPA’s voluntary programs, such as Energy Star or Building America, and/or additional potential funders.  No direct funding to states is available at this time for this initiative.



 
How will the projects be selected?

The directors of DOE’s four participating regional offices will select the initiatives, in close consultation with EPA’s regional offices. 
What types of activities are eligible?

Eligible activities include program, policy or other initiatives that integrate air quality and energy objectives and that demonstrate how EERE technologies reduce or prevent air emissions.  Ideal initiatives will demonstrate tangible progress within a year.  A few examples of potential initiatives include: 

· the quantification and/or verification of multiple emissions benefits associated with an EERE technology and demonstration of how to credit benefits in a State Implementation Plan (SIP); 
· the design and implementation of a set-aside/auction program involving EERE technologies in an emissions cap and trade air quality program; 
· the development and implementation of innovative renewable energy portfolio standards or system benefits funds that are specifically designed to include maximizing emission reduction benefits; and
· the innovative application of Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) funding of EERE technologies including the quantification of resulting emission reductions.
State energy and environmental officials may know of additional opportunities and are encouraged to work together to propose innovative ideas that could include refining or adding to an existing effort.

What is the timeline?

DOE Regional Offices will select the pilot initiatives, in consultation with their respective EPA Regional Office(s), by Oct. 1, 2004.  The pilot initiatives are expected to last one year, but can run longer.

What are the expected results?

DOE anticipates that the pilot initiatives will increase collaboration between federal and state energy and air officials so that, ultimately, EERE technologies are considered routinely in air-quality planning. Each pilot will demonstrate  collaborative and innovative approaches to utilizing EERE technologies to reduce or prevent air emissions, as well as quantifying avoided emissions.  Successful initiatives will provide replicable tools, models and strategies that other states can implement.  
 
What are some existing resources?

Both DOE and EPA are committed to provide states with information on how to utilize EERE technologies to achieve emissions reductions.  Most recently, EPA issued guidance on August 5, 2004, to advise states on how to incorporate EERE measures into their State Implementation Plans (SIPs) (http://www.epa.gov/ttn.oarpg).  EPA will soon issue a  Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs) Toolkit to provide guidance to state officials on funding EERE initiatives through state SEPs.  DOE operates a number of programs to promote the use of energy efficiency and renewable energy – and their resulting emissions reductions – with technical and financial assistance. More information about these programs is available from the DOE Regional Offices and at http://www.eere.doe.gov.


How can interested states obtain more information about this initiative?

States or groups of states should contact their DOE Regional Office, as follows.  Corresponding EPA regional contacts are also available for information, as noted:

Mid-Atlantic:
James Ferguson (james.ferguson@ee.doe.gov) 215-656-6977





Includes: DC, DE, MD, NJ, PA, VA, WV




EPA Region 2 (Includes NJ)




Bill Baker (Baker.William@epa.gov) 212-637-3733




EPA Region 3 (Includes DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)




Judy Katz (Katz.Judith@epa.gov) 215-814-2614

Southeast:

Steve Hortin (steve.hortin@ee.doe.gov) 
404-562-0593




Includes: AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN, PR, U.S. Virgin Islands




EPA Region 4 (Includes above, except U.S. Virgin Islands)




Beverly Banister (banister.beverly@epa.gov) 404-562-9077




EPA Region 2 (Includes PR, US VIRGIN ISLANDS) as above

Midwest:

Stephanie Sung (stephanie.sung@ee.doe.gov) 312-886-8584




Includes: IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, MO, OH, WI




EPA Region 5 (Includes IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI)




Steve Rothblatt (Rothlatt.Steve@epa.gov) 312-886-6555




EPA Region 7 (Includes IA, MO)




Art Spratlin (spratlin.william@epa.gov) 913-551-7401

Central:

Jerry Kotas (jerry.kotas@ee.doe.gov) 303-275-4850




Includes: CO, KS, LA, MT, NE, NM, ND, OK, SD, TX, UT, WY




EPA Region 8 (Includes CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY)




Dick Long (Long.Richard@epa.gov) 303-312-6005




EPA Region 6 (Includes LA, NM, OK, TX)




Jim Yarbrough (yarbrough.james@epa.gov) 214-665-7232




EPA Region 7 (Includes KS, NE) as above 
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